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SMART HEATING BLANKET

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of and claims
priority to U.S. application Ser. No. 12/638,960 filed on Dec.
15, 2009 and entitled MAGNETIC HEATING BLANKET,
the entire contents of which is expressly incorporated herein
by reference.

STATEMENT RE: FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH/DEVELOPMENT

(Not Applicable)

FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to heating blankets
and, more particularly, to a heating blanket and method for
heating a structure to a substantially uniform temperature
across the structure.

BACKGROUND

The reworking of composite structures frequently requires
the localized application of heat. For example, when install-
ing a patch in a rework area of a composite structure, heat
must typically be applied to the adhesive at the bondline
between the patch and rework area in order to fully cure the
adhesive. When applying heat to the patch, the temperature of
the bondline must typically be maintained within a relatively
narrow temperature range which must be held for an extended
period of time until the adhesive is cured. Overheating or
under heating the rework area or structure located adjacent to
the rework area is generally undesirable during the rework
process.

Conventional heating equipment for heating composite
structures may include heating blankets comprised of electri-
cally resistive heating elements. A heating blanket may be
positioned to heat the patch installed in the rework area. The
heating blanket may conductively heat the patch, rework area
and/or bondline to the desired temperature. Unfortunately,
conventional heating blankets may lack the ability to provide
uniform heat at the bondline for several reasons. For example,
variations in the construction of conventional heating blan-
kets may result in differential heating across the rework area.
In addition, conventional heating blankets may lack the abil-
ity to compensate for heat sinks located adjacent to the rework
area. Such heat sinks may comprise various elements such as
stiffeners, stringers, ribs, bulkheads and other structural
members in thermal contact with the structure. Such heat
sinks may have relatively large thermal capacities and may
therefore draw heat away from certain portions of the rework
area while remaining portions of the rework area are continu-
ously heated by the heating blanket. As a result, portions of
the rework area that are adjacent to the heat sink may not
reach the required adhesive curing temperatures.

Attempts to overcome the non-uniform heating of the
rework area due to heat sinks include the use of waxes or other
liquefiable materials that are added to an interior of the resis-
tive heating blankets in attempts to distribute heat more uni-
formly throughout the rework area. In this manner, the wax or
liquefiable medium allows for more intimate thermal contact
between the heating blanket and the rework area of the com-
posite structure. Unfortunately, the addition of wax increases
the overall thickness and stiffness of the heating blanket
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reducing the ability of the heating blanket to substantially
conform to the shape of a rework area in a complexly-curved
location of the composite structure. A further issue associated
with the use of wax in conventional heating blankets is the
risk of contamination of the rework area in the event that the
enclosure containing the wax develops a leak.

Further attempts to provide uniform heat distribution using
conventional resistive heating blankets include multi-zone
blanket systems, feedback loop systems, positive temperature
coefficient heating elements, and temperature stabilizing
plugs. Unfortunately, the additions of such systems to con-
ventional resistive heating blankets are generally ineffective
in providing a substantially uniform temperature without sub-
stantial variation across the bondline of the rework area.

As can be seen, there exists a need in the art for a system
and method for heating a structure such as a rework area of a
composite structure in a manner which maintains a substan-
tially uniform temperature across the rework area. More spe-
cifically, there exists a need in the art for a system and method
for uniformly heating a composite structure and which
accommodates heat drawn from the rework area by heat sinks
and other thermal variations located adjacent to the rework
area. Furthermore, there exists a need in the art for a system
and method for uniformly heating a composite structure in a
manner which prevents overheating or under heating of the
composite structure. Ideally, such system and method for
uniformly heating the composite structure is low in cost and
simple in construction.

SUMMARY

The above-noted needs associated with uniformly heating
a structure are specifically addressed by the present disclo-
sure which provides a heating blanket which may include a
conductor for receiving current and generating a magnetic
field in response thereto. The heating blanket may include
magnetic material located adjacent to the conductor and
wherein the magnetic material may generate heat in response
to the magnetic field. In an embodiment, the heating blanket
may include a susceptor sleeve formed of magnetic material
having a Curie temperature. The susceptor sleeve may extend
along the conductor for induction heating thereof in response
to the magnetic field.

In a further embodiment, disclosed is a heating blanket for
heating a rework area of a composite structure. The heating
blanket may comprise a power supply for generating alter-
nating current having a frequency of between approximately
1 kHz and 300 kHz and an amperage of between approxi-
mately 1 amp and 1000 amps at a voltage of between approxi-
mately 10 volts and 300 volts. The heating blanket may com-
prise a housing formed of flexible material and containing a
thermally conductive matrix. An insulating layer may be dis-
posed on one of opposing sides of the housing. The heating
blanket may comprise a conductor housed within the housing
and extending in a meandering pattern through the matrix.
The conductor may receive alternating current from the
power supply for generating an alternating magnetic field in
response to the alternating current. The heating blanket may
comprise a susceptor sleeve formed of magnetic material
having a Curie temperature and being coaxially mounted to
the conductor and electrically insulated therefrom for induc-
tion heating in response to the magnetic field.

The heating blanket may further be provided in an embodi-
ment for heating a structure to a desired temperature. The
heating blanket may comprise a conductor for receiving alter-
nating current and generating a magnetic field in response
thereto. A matrix may be disposed in proximity to the con-



US 9,174,398 B2

3

ductor and may contain at least one of ferromagnetic particles
and superparamagnetic particles. The ferromagnetic particles
may be hysteretically heated in response to the magnetic field.
The ferromagnetic particles may be selected such that the
Curie temperature is substantially greater than the desired
temperature. The superparamagnetic particles may be heated
by relaxation heating in response to the magnetic field. The
superparamagnetic particles may have a Curie temperature
corresponding to a size of the superparamagnetic particles.

The disclosed embodiments may further include a method
of heating a structure comprising the steps of heating induc-
tively the susceptor sleeve in response to the magnetic field.
The method may also comprise heating conductively a struc-
ture in thermal contact with the susceptor sleeve. The induc-
tive heating of the susceptor sleeve may be reduced when the
susceptor sleeve becomes non-magnetic upon reaching the
Curie temperature. The reduction in the heating of the sus-
ceptor sleeve may result in reducing the conductive heating of
the structure.

Also disclosed is a method of heating a structure compris-
ing the step of applying alternating current to a conductor
having ferromagnetic particles embedded in a matrix located
adjacent to the conductor. The ferromagnetic particles may
have a Curie temperature and a hysteretic temperature that is
less than the Curie temperature. The method may include
generating a magnetic field in the ferromagnetic particles in
response to the alternating current, heating the ferromagnetic
particles, conductively heating the structure and reducing the
heating of the ferromagnetic particles when the ferromag-
netic particles reach the hysteretic temperature.

In a further embodiment, disclosed is a method of heating
a structure comprising the steps of applying alternating cur-
rent to a conductor having superparamagnetic particles
embedded in a matrix located adjacent to the conductor. The
superparamagnetic particles may have a Curie temperature
corresponding to a size of the superparamagnetic particles.
The method may comprise generating a magnetic field in
response to the alternating current and heating the superpara-
magnetic particles by relaxation heating in response to the
magnetic field. The structure may be heated conductively.
The method may include reducing the relaxation heating of
the superparamagnetic particles when the superparamagnetic
particles attain the Curie temperature.

Also disclosed is a heating blanket comprising a conductor
and a plurality of sleeve segments. The plurality of sleeve
segments may be mounted on the conductor and may be
arranged in end-to-end relation to one another. Each one of
the sleeve segments may be comprised of magnetic material
having a Curie temperature. The conductor may receive elec-
trical current and may generate a magnetic field in response to
the electrical current. The sleeve segments may be inductively
heated in response to the magnetic field.

In a further embodiment, disclosed is a heating blanket for
heating a composite structure. The heating blanket may com-
prise a power supply generating an alternating current having
a frequency of approximately 1 kHz to 300 kHz and an
amperage of approximately 1 amp to 1000 amps at a voltage
of between approximately 10 volts and 300 volts. The alter-
nating current may optionally be provided in a frequency that
is within the gigahertz range or megahertz range. The heating
blanket may include a housing formed of flexible material and
containing a thermally conductive matrix. An insulating layer
may be disposed on one of opposing sides of the housing. The
heating blanket may include a conductor housed within the
housing and extending in a meandering pattern through the
matrix. The conductor may receive alternating current from
the power supply for generating an alternating magnetic field
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in response to the alternating current. The heating blanket
may include a series of sleeve segments comprised of mag-
netic material having a Curie temperature. The sleeve seg-
ments may be mounted to the conductor and may be induc-
tively heated in response to the magnetic field.

Additionally disclosed is a method of heating a structure
comprising the step of inductively heating a plurality of
sleeve segments in response to a magnetic field applied to the
sleeve segments. The method may further include conduc-
tively heating a structure in thermal contact with the sleeve
segments. The method may additionally include reducing the
inductive heating of at least one of the sleeve segments when
the sleeve segment becomes non-magnetic upon attaining a
Curie temperature.

In a further embodiment, disclosed is a heating blanket
comprising a conductor for receiving electrical current and
generating a magnetic field in response to the electrical cur-
rent. The heating blanket may include a wire spirally wound
along at least a portion of a length of the conductor. The wire
may be comprised of magnetic material having a Curie tem-
perature. The wire may be inductively heated in response to
the magnetic field.

Additionally disclosed is a method of heating a structure
comprising the step of inductively heating a wire spirally
wound around a conductor in response to a magnetic field
applied to the wire. The method may further include conduc-
tively heating a structure in thermal contact with the wire, and
reducing the inductive heating of at least a portion of the wire
when the wire becomes non-magnetic upon attaining a Curie
temperature.

The features, functions and advantages that have been dis-
cussed can be achieved independently in various embodi-
ments of the present disclosure or may be combined in yet
other embodiments, further details of which can be seen with
reference to the following description and drawings below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of the present disclosure will
become more apparent upon reference to the drawings
wherein like numbers refer to like parts throughout and
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of a composite structure
having a rework area formed therein;

FIG. 2 is a plan view illustration of the rework area of F1G.
1 and illustrating a vacuum bag assembly and a heating blan-
ket applied to the rework area and further illustrating a heat
sink comprising a stringer extending along a portion of the
rework area on a bottom surface of the composite structure;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional illustration of the composite
structure taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 2 and illustrating the
stringer (i.e., heat sink) which may draw heat from localized
portions of the rework area;

FIG. 4 is a perspective illustration of a heating blanket in an
embodiment as may be used for heating the rework area ofthe
composite structure;

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of the heating blanket
connected to a power supply, a controller and a sensor and
illustrating a conductor housed within a housing of the heat-
ing blanket;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional illustration of the heating blan-
ket taken along line 6-6 of FIG. 5 and illustrating the conduc-
tor having a susceptor sleeve coaxially mounted to the con-
ductor for induction heating thereof in response to a magnetic
field generated by an alternating current applied to the con-
ductor;
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FIG. 6A is an enlarged sectional illustration of the conduc-
tor and susceptor sleeve surrounded by thermally conductive
matrix and illustrating a magnetic field encircling the suscep-
tor sleeve and generating an eddy current in the susceptor
sleeve oriented in a direction opposite the direction of the
magnetic field;

FIG. 6B is an illustration of a plot of heat output measured
over temperature for an embodiment of the heating blanket
containing the susceptor sleeve and illustrating a reduction in
the inductive heat output of the susceptor sleeve upon becom-
ing non-magnetic when reaching the Curie temperature;

FIG. 6C is an illustration of a plot of experimental tem-
perature data over time as recorded by thermal sensors
located at various portions of a structure having differing
thermal environments and illustrating the attainment of a
substantially uniform temperature at the differing thermal
environments across the structure;

FIG. 6D is a sectional illustration of the heating blanket
shown in FIG. 6 and illustrating the mounting of the heating
blanket to a rework area of a composite structure having a heat
sink (i.e., stringer) positioned on a right-hand side of the
rework area;

FIG. 6E is a top view illustration of the heating blanket
applied to a patch and illustrating magnetic fields generated
along the length of the susceptor sleeve in response to the
application of alternating current to the conductor;

FIG. 6F is a cross-sectional illustration of the heating blan-
ket of FIG. 6E and illustrating the lack of magnetic fields
along the left-hand side of the conductor as a result of the
susceptor sleeve becoming non-magnetic upon attaining the
Curie temperature and the continued generation of the mag-
netic field on the right-hand side of the conductor as a result
of the susceptor sleeve being below the Curie temperature in
response to heat being drawn from the rework area by the heat
sink (i.e., stringer);

FIG. 6G is a top view illustration of the heating blanket of
FIG. 6F and illustrating the lack of magnetic fields on the
left-hand side of the conductor and the continued generation
of the magnetic field on the right-hand side of the conductor
in response to heat being drawn from the rework area by the
heat sink;

FIG. 7 is a top view illustration of an alternative embodi-
ment of the heating blanket wherein the conductor extends
through a thermally conductive matrix embedded with ferro-
magnetic particles;

FIG. 81s a sectional illustration of the heating blanket taken
along line 8-8 of FIG. 7 and illustrating the magnetic field
generated as a result of the conductor receiving alternating
current;

FIG. 8A is an illustration of a plot of temperature measured
over a period of time during hysteretic heating of ferromag-
netic particles contained within the heating blanket embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 7,

FIG. 8B is an illustration of a plot of power output relative
to the temperature of superparamagnetic particles as may be
contained within an embodiment of the heating blanket and
wherein the superparamagnetic particles may have a corre-
sponding plurality of Curie temperatures as a result of relax-
ation heating of the superparamagnetic particles in response
to the magnetic field;

FIG. 8C is a cross-sectional illustration of the heating
blanket having ferromagnetic particles or superparamagnetic
particles contained therein and which may be heated by
respective hysteretic and relaxation heating in response to a
magnetic field;
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FIG. 8D is a top view illustration of the magnetic field
generated by alternating current passing through the conduc-
tor as the temperatures of the particles approach the Curie
temperature;

FIG. 8E is a cross-sectional illustration of the heating blan-
ket similar to the heating blanket shown in FIG. 8C and
illustrating the lack of magnetic fields on the left-hand side of
the conductor and the continued generation of the magnetic
field on the right-hand side of the conductor due to the con-
tinuing heating of the particles in response to heat being
drawn from the rework area by the heat sink;

FIG. 8F is a top view illustration of the heating blanket and
illustrating the lack of magnetic fields on the left-hand side of
the conductor and the continued generation of the magnetic
field on the right-hand side of the conductor due to the con-
tinuing heating of the particles in response to heat being
drawn from the rework area by the heat sink;

FIG. 9 is an illustration of a functional block diagram of a
heating system comprising a blanket assembly which may be
powered by a power supply;

FIG. 10 is an illustration of a flow diagram of a methodol-
ogy of uniformly heating a composite structure rework area
by inductively heating a susceptor sleeve mounted to a con-
ductor upon the application of alternating current thereto;

FIG. 11 is an illustration of a flow diagram of a methodol-
ogy of uniformly heating a composite structure rework area
by hysteretic heating of ferromagnetic particles embedded
within a matrix surrounding the conductor;

FIG. 12 is an illustration of a flow diagram of a methodol-
ogy for uniformly heating a composite structure rework area
by relaxation heating of superparamagnetic particles embed-
ded within a matrix surrounding the conductor;

FIG. 13 is an illustration of a flow diagram of an aircraft
production and service methodology;

FIG. 14 is an illustration of a block diagram of an aircraft;

FIG. 15 is a perspective illustration of a heating blanket in
an embodiment having a plurality of sleeve segments
mounted to the conductor;

FIG. 16 is a top perspective illustration of the sleeve seg-
ments mounted to the conductor;

FIG. 17 is a top view schematic illustration of the heating
blanket embodiment taken along line 17 of FIG. 15 and illus-
trating the heating blanket connected to a power supply, a
controller, and a sensor;

FIG. 18 is a top view illustration of a plurality of the heating
blankets arranged in side-by-side relation to one another;

FIG. 19 is a sectional illustration of the heating blanket
taken along line 19 of FIG. 18 and illustrating the mounting of
the heating blanket on a structure having a heat sink;

FIG. 20 is a sectional illustration of the heating blanket
taken along line 20 of FIG. 19 and illustrating a magnetic field
encircling the sleeve segments;

FIG. 21 is a sectional illustration of one of the sleeve
segments taken along line 21 of FIG. 19 and illustrating eddy
currents circulating predominantly along an axial direction of
the sleeve segments;

FIG. 22 is a legend illustrating the current density corre-
sponding to the current density distribution in the sleeve
segment of FIG. 21;

FIG. 23 is a side view schematic illustration of a test setup
of a heating blanket having sleeve segments and being
mounted to a graphite epoxy panel supported by metallic heat
sinks and a graphite/composite heat sink;

FIG. 24 is a top view schematic illustration of the test set of
FIG. 23 showing the location of thermocouples for monitor-
ing the temperature of the heating blanket;
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FIG. 25 is an illustration of a plot of experimental tempera-
ture data over time as measured by the thermocouples;

FIG. 26 is an illustration of a functional block diagram of'a
heating system comprising a heating assembly including a
heating blanket having sleeve segments;

FIG. 27 is an illustration of a flow diagram of a methodol-
ogy of heating a structure using a heating blanket having
sleeve segments mounted to a conductor;

FIG. 28 is a top perspective illustration of a heating blanket
in an embodiment having a wire spirally wound around a
conductor;

FIG. 29 is a perspective illustration of the wire spirally
wound around the conductor;

FIG. 30 is a top view schematic illustration of a plurality of
the heating blankets of the embodiment shown in FIG. 28 and
illustrating the heating blankets connected to power supplies,
sensors, and a controller;

FIG. 31 is a sectional illustration of the heating blanket
taken along line 31 of FIG. 30 and illustrating the mounting of
the heating blanket on a structure having a heat sink under a
portion of the structure;

FIG. 32 is a sectional illustration of the heating blanket
taken along line 32 of FIG. 31 and illustrating a magnetic field
encircling the wire cross section;

FIG. 33 is a sectional illustration of the wire and conductor
taken along line 33 of FIG. 31 and illustrating eddy currents
circulating predominantly along a wire surface of the wire;

FIG. 34 is a legend illustrating current density levels cor-
responding to variations in current density in the wire cross
sections of FIGS. 33 and 35;

FIG. 35 is a sectional illustration of the wire taken along
line 35 of FIG. 31 and illustrating eddy currents circulating
predominantly along a wire interior of the wire;

FIG. 36 is an illustration of a functional block diagram of a
heating system comprising a heating assembly including a
heating blanket having a wire spirally wound along the con-
ductor; and

FIG. 37 is an illustration of a flow diagram of a methodol-
ogy of heating a structure using a heating blanket having a
wire spirally wound along the conductor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the drawings wherein the showings are
for purposes of illustrating preferred and various embodi-
ments of the disclosure only and not for purposes of limiting
the same, shown in FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of a
composite structure 10 upon which a rework process may be
implemented using a heating blanket 54 illustrated in FIGS.
2-9. The heating blanket 54 illustrated in FIGS. 2-9 and as
disclosed herein may be installed on a patch 40 which may be
received within a rework area 20 as illustrated in FIG. 1. The
heating blanket 54 of FIGS. 2-9 may apply heat to the rework
area 20 in order to elevate the temperature of the rework area
20 to a uniform temperature throughout the rework area 20 in
order to cure adhesive bonding the patch 40 to the rework area
20 and/or to cure the composite material forming the patch
40. In various embodiments, the heating blanket 54 as dis-
closed herein incorporates a combination of magnetic mate-
rials and high frequency alternating current in order to attain
temperature uniformity to a structure 10 to which the heating
blanket 54 is applied.

Advantageously, the temperature-dependent magnetic
properties such as the Curie temperature of the magnetic
materials used in the heating blanket 54 (FIGS. 2-9) may
prevent overheating or under heating of areas to which the
heating blanket 54 may be applied. In this manner, the heating
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blanket 54 facilitates the uniform application of heat to struc-
tures such as composite structures 10 (FIG. 1) during a manu-
facturing or rework process or any other process where uni-
form application of heat is required. In this regard, the heating
blanket 54 compensates for heat sinks 28 (FIG. 1) that may
draw heat away from portions of a structure 10 (FIG. 1) to
which the heating blanket 54 is applied. More specifically, the
heating blanket 54 continues to provide heat to portions of the
structure 10 located near such heat sinks 28 while areas
underneath the heating blanket 54 that have reached or
attained the Curie temperature cease to provide heat to the
rework area 20.

For example, FIG. 1 illustrates a composite structure 10
which may include a skin 12 formed of plies 14 of composite
material and wherein the skin 12 may have upper and lower
surfaces 16, 18. The composite structure 10 may include a
rework area 20 in the skin 12 formed by the removal of
composite material. As can be seen in FIG. 2, the rework area
20 may be formed in the upper surface 16 and may extend at
least partially through a thickness of the skin 12 although the
rework area 20 may be formed in any configuration through
the skin 12. Various structures may be mounted to the lower
surface 18 opposite the rework area 20 such as stringers 30
which may act as heat sinks 28 drawing heat away from
certain portions of the rework area 20 while the remaining
portions continually receive heat from the heating blanket 54
(FIG. 2). Advantageously, the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 2)
facilitates the uniform application of heat to the structure 10
by reducing heat input to portions of the rework area 20 that
reach approximately the Curie temperature of the magnetic
materials in the heating blanket 54 while maintaining a rela-
tively higher level ofheat input to portions of the rework area
20 that are below the Curie temperature as will be described
in greater detail below.

Referring to FIGS. 2-3, shown is a stringer 30 which may
act as a heat sink 28 and which may be mounted to the lower
surface 18 of the structure 10. The stringer 30 may include
flanges 32 which may extend along a portion of the rework
area 20 and which may partially overlap the portions of the
rework area 20. For example, in FIG. 3, it can be seen that a
portion of the stringer 30 and flange 32 overlap a right-hand
side 20a of the rework area 20. In this regard, the stringer 30
and flange 32 may draw heat from the right-hand side 20a of
the rework area 20. The remaining left-hand side 205 of the
rework area 20 may lack any such heat sink 28 which would
otherwise draw heat away from the rework area 20.

Referring still to FIGS. 2-3, the heating blanket 54 is illus-
trated as being mounted to the composite structure 10 over the
patch 40. A vacuum bag assembly 100 may be installed over
the heating blanket 54. The vacuum bag assembly 100 may
include a bagging film 116 covering the heating blanket 54
and which may be sealed to the upper surface 16 of the
composite structure 10 by means of sealant 122. A vacuum
probe 118 and vacuum gauge 120 may extend from the bag-
ging film 116 to a vacuum generator (not shown) to provide a
means for drawing a vacuum on the bagging film 116 for
application of pressure and to draw out volatiles and other
gasses that may be generated as a result of heating uncured
composite material of the patch 40.

As can be seen in FIG. 3, the vacuum bag assembly 100
may include a caul plate 102 positioned above a porous or
non-porous parting film 110, 108. The caul plate 102 may
facilitate the application of uniform pressure to the patch 40.
The porous or non-porous parting film 110, 108 may prevent
contact between the caul plate 102 and the patch 40. The
vacuum bag assembly 100 may include additional layers such
as a bleeder layer 112 and/or a breather layer 114. The patch
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40 may be received within the rework area 20 such that a scarf
44 formed on the patch edge 42 substantially matches a scarf
24 formed at the boundary 22 of the rework area 20. In this
regard, the interface between the patch 40 and rework area 20
comprises the bondline 46 wherein adhesive is installed for
permanently bonding the patch 40 to the rework area 20 and
includes adhesive located at the bottom center 26 portion of
the rework area 20. As shown in FIG. 2, thermal sensors 70
such as thermocouples 72 may be strategically located on
upper and lower surfaces 16, 18 of the composite structure 10
such as adjacent to the rework area 20 in order to monitor the
temperature of such areas during the application of heat using
the heating blanket 54. In this regard, thermocouples 72 may
be placed on heat sinks 28 such as the stringer 30 body and
stringer flanges 32 illustrated in FIG. 3 in order to monitor the
temperature of such heat sinks 28 relative to other areas of the
composite structure 10.

Referring to FIG. 4, embodiments of the heating blanket 54
as disclosed herein may comprise three alternative techniques
for employing the magnetic properties of the magnetic mate-
rials in combination with the application of high frequency
alternating current (AC) electric power. FIGS. 6-6G illustrate
an embodiment of the heating blanket 54 containing a sus-
ceptor sleeve 82 extending over a conductor 80 for inductive
heating of the susceptor sleeve 82 in the presence of an
alternating current. The inductively heated susceptor sleeve
82 thermally conducts heat to a matrix 78 best seen in FIG. 6F
and which may surround the susceptor sleeve 82. The matrix
78 (FIG. 6F) may thermally conduct heat to a structure 10 to
which the heating blanket 54 is mounted.

FIGS. 7-8F illustrate embodiments of the heating blanket
54 containing a matrix 78 comprised of either ferromagnetic
particles 84 or superparamagnetic particles 86. The embodi-
ment containing ferromagnetic particles 84 may provide heat
to a structure 10 by hysteretic heating of the ferromagnetic
particles 84 to a temperature that is substantially below the
Curie temperature of the ferromagnetic particles 84. The
matrix 78 within which the ferromagnetic particles 84 are
embedded may be heated by thermal conduction from the
heat of the ferromagnetic particles 84. The embodiment con-
taining superparamagnetic particles 86 may provide heatto a
structure 10 by relaxation heating of the superparamagnetic
particles 86 in correspondence to a Curie temperature range
corresponding to a size or diameter of the superparamagnetic
particles 86. The matrix 78 within which the superparamag-
netic particles 86 are embedded may be heated by thermal
conduction which is then conducted to the structure 10 to
which the heating blanket is mounted.

In each of the configurations, the heating blanket 54 may
include an electrical conductor 80 which may be arranged in
a meandering formation or other suitable arrangement within
an interior 60 of a housing 58 of the heating blanket 54. The
conductor 80 may be arranged in any arrangement and is not
limited to a meandering pattern. For example, the conductor
80 may be arranged in a circular coil formation or in any other
arrangement that facilitates the desired spacing between adja-
cent portions of the conductor 80.

Referring still to FIG. 4, the heating blanket 54 may include
ahousing 58 defining an interior 60 and which may be formed
of a suitable material which is preferably thermally conduc-
tive and which may also be flexible and/or resilient such that
the heating blanket 54 may conform to curved areas to which
it may be applied. In this regard, the housing 58 is preferably
formed of a pliable and/or conformable material having a
relatively high thermal conductivity and relatively low elec-
trical conductivity. The housing 58 may comprise upper and
lower face sheets 62, 64 formed of silicone, rubber, polyure-
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thane or other suitable elastomeric or flexible material that
provides dimensional stability to the housing 58 while main-
taining flexibility for conforming the heating blanket 54 to
curved surfaces. Although shown as having a generally hol-
low interior 60 bounded by the upper and lower face sheets
62, 64, the housing 58 may comprise an arrangement wherein
the conductor 80 and the associated magnetic material are
integrated or embedded within the housing 58 such that the
conductor 80 is encapsulated within the housing 58 to form a
unitary structure 10 that is preferably flexible for conforming
to curved surfaces.

FIG. 5 illustrates a top view of the heating blanket 54
showing the meandering pattern of the conductor 80 within
the housing 58. A power supply 90 providing alternating
current electric power may be connected to the heating blan-
ket 54 by means of the heating blanket wiring 56. The power
supply 90 may be configured as a portable or fixed power
supply 90 which may be connected to a conventional 60 Hz,
110 volt or 220 volt outlet. Although the power supply 90 may
be connected to a conventional 60 Hz outlet, the frequency of
the alternating current that is provided to the conductor 80
may preferably range from approximately 1000 Hz to
approximately 300,000 Hz although higher frequencies are
contemplated.

It should be noted that for certain applications, care should
be taken in selecting the frequency and amperage of the
alternating current to avoid non-optimal heating of the struc-
ture 10. Electrical current of relatively high frequency and a
relatively high amperage may lead to unwanted induction
heating of electrically conductive structures 10 (FIG. 3). For
example, a composite structure 10 (FIG. 3) comprised of
electrically conductive graphite fibers may be susceptible to
excess heating due to inductive heating of the fibers in
response to the high frequency (e.g., 300 kHz ) and high
amperage current (e.g., 10 amps). In an embodiment, the
voltage provided to the conductor 80 may range from
approximately 10 volts to approximately 300 volts but is
preferably less than approximately 60 volts. Likewise, the
magnitude of the alternating current provided to the conduc-
tor 80 by the power supply is preferably between approxi-
mately 1 amp and approximately 100 amps although higher
amperages are contemplated. In this regard, the power supply
90 may be provided in a constant-current configuration
wherein the voltage across the conductor 80 may decrease as
the magnetic materials within the heating blanket 54
approach the Curie temperature at which the voltage may
cease to increase when the Curie temperature is reached as
described in greater detail below.

Referring to FIGS. 6-6A, shown is an embodiment of the
magnetic blanket 54 having a susceptor sleeve 82 formed of
magnetic material having a Curie temperature. The susceptor
sleeve 82 may be formed as a solid or unitary component in a
cylindrical arrangement or preferably from braided material
in a sleeve configuration around the conductor 80 in order to
enhance the flexibility of the heating blanket 54. As can be
seen in FIG. 6 A, the susceptor sleeve 82 may extend along a
length of the conductor 80 within the housing 58. The sus-
ceptor sleeve 82 may be coaxially mounted relative to the
conductor 80 and is preferably electrically insulated from the
conductor 80. The application of alternating current to the
conductor 80 produces an alternating magnetic field 96. The
magnetic field 96 is absorbed by the magnetic material from
which the susceptor sleeve 82 is formed causing the susceptor
sleeve 82 to be inductively heated.

More particularly and referring to FIG. 6A, the flow of
alternating current through the conductor 80 results in the
generation of the magnetic field 96 surrounding the susceptor
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sleeve 82. Eddy currents 98 generated within the conductor
80 sleeve as a result of exposure thereof to the magnetic field
96 causes inductive heating of the susceptor sleeve 82. The
housing 58 may include a thermally conductive matrix 78
material such as silicone to facilitate thermal conduction of
the heat generated by the susceptor sleeve 82 to the surface of
the heating blanket 54. The magnetic material from which the
susceptor sleeve 82 is formed preferably has a high magnetic
permeability and a Curie temperature that corresponds to the
desired temperature to which the structure 10 (FIG. 6D) is to
be heated by the heating blanket 54. The susceptor sleeve 82
and conductor 80 are preferably sized and configured such
that at temperatures below the Curie temperature of the mag-
netic material, the magnetic field 96 is concentrated in the
susceptor sleeve 82 due to the magnetic permeability of the
material.

As aresult of the close proximity of the susceptor sleeve 82
to the conductor 80, the concentration of the magnetic field 96
results in relatively large eddy currents 98 in the susceptor
sleeve 82. The induced eddy currents 98 result in resistive
heating of the susceptor sleeve 82. The susceptor sleeve 82
conductively heats the matrix 78 and the structure 10 (FIG.
6D) in thermal contact with the heating blanket 54. The heat-
ing of the susceptor sleeve 82 continues during application of
the alternating current until the magnetic material approaches
the Curie temperature. Upon reaching the Curie temperature,
the susceptor sleeve 82 becomes non-magnetic at which point
the magnetic fields 96 are no longer concentrated in the sus-
ceptor sleeve 82. The induced eddy currents 98 and associated
resistive heating diminishes to a level sufficient to maintain
the temperature of the susceptor sleeve 82 at the Curie tem-
perature.

As an example of the heating of the magnetic material to
the Curie temperature 134, FIG. 6B illustrates a plot of heat
output 130 measured over temperature 132 for a heating
blanket 54 (FIG. 6) comprised of a susceptor sleecve 82
mounted on a conductor 80 wherein the conductor 80 is
formed in a meandering pattern as illustrated in FIG. 6. As can
be seen in FIG. 6B, heat output 130 of the heating blanket
gradually increases from approximately 700 watts per square
foot (W/sqft) to 850 W/sqft during a temperature increase of
from 50° F. to approximately 320° F. at which point the Curie
temperature 134 is reached at the magnetic 136 limit of the
magnetic material from which the susceptor sleeve is formed.
Heat output 130 of the heating blanket decreases from 800
W/sqft to approximately 100 W/sqft during a transient section
138 illustrated in FIG. 6B while the temperature maintains
relatively constant at between approximately 320° F. and
350° F. The magnetic material of the susceptor sleeve
becomes non-magnetic 140 at the temperature of 350° F. at
which point the induced currents in the susceptor sleeve
diminish to a level for maintaining the temperature of the
susceptor sleeve at the Curie temperature 134.

FIG. 6B is an example of a magnetic material having a
Curie temperature 134 of approximately 350° F. In this
regard, it can be seen that the magnetic material may be
selected to provide any temperature corresponding to the
desired temperature of the structure 10 (FIG. 6D) to which the
heating blanket 54 (FIG. 6D) is mounted. For example, for
bonding a composite patch 42 (FIG. 6D) to a rework area 20
(FIG. 6D), the adhesive may require a curing temperature of
from approximately 250° F. to 350° F. In this regard, the
susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 6D) may be comprised of a suitable
material having a Curie temperature of between 250° F. to
350° F. However, the susceptor sleeve 82 may be comprised
of material having any suitable Curie temperature.
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The magnetic material may be provided in a variety of
compositions including, but not limited to, a metal, an alloy,
or any other suitable material that is electrically conducting
and having a Curie temperature that approximates a desired
temperature in the structure 10 to be heated. For example, the
susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 6D) may be formed of an alloy
having a composition of 25 wt. % Cu—75 wt. % Ni which has
a Curie temperature of approximately 250° F. The alloy may
also be selected as having a composition of 18 wt. % Cu—S82
wt. % Ni which has a Curie temperature of approximately
350° F. However, the susceptor sleeve 82 may be formed of a
variety of other magnetic materials such as alloys which have
Curie temperatures in the range of the particular application
such as the range of the adhesive curing temperature or the
curing temperature of the composite material from which the
patch may be formed. Metals comprising the magnetic mate-
rial may include iron, cobalt or nickel. Alloys from which the
magnetic material may be formed may comprise a combina-
tion of the above-described metals including, but not limited
to, nickel, iron cobalt, molybdenum, and chromium.

Likewise, the conductor 80 (FIG. 6D) may be formed of
any suitable material having low electrical resistance. Fur-
thermore, the conductor 80 is preferably formed of flexible
material to facilitate the application of the heating blanket to
curved surfaces. In this regard, the conductor 80 may be
formed of litz wire or other similar wire configurations having
a flexible nature and which are configured for carrying high
frequency alternating current with minimal weight. The con-
ductor 80 material preferably possesses a relatively low elec-
trical resistance in order to minimize unwanted and/or uncon-
trollable resistive heating of the conductor 80. The conductor
may be provided as a single strand of wire of unitary con-
struction or the conductor 80 may be formed of braided mate-
rial such as braided cable. In addition, the conductor 80 may
comprise a plurality of conductors which may be electrically
connected in parallel in order to minimize the magnitude of
the voltage otherwise required for relative long lengths of the
conductor such as may be required for large heating blanket
configurations.

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 6 A, the housing may be formed of
a flexible material to provide thermal conduction of heat
generated by the susceptor sleeve to the structure 10 to which
the heating blanket is applied. In order to minimize environ-
mental heat losses from the heating blanket 54, an insulation
layer 88 may be included as illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 6A. The
insulation layer 88 may comprise insulation 89 formed of
silicone or other suitable material to minimize heat loss by
radiation to the environment. In addition, the insulation layer
88 may improve the safety and thermal efficiency of the
heating blanket 54. As was indicated above, the housing 58
may be formed of any suitable high temperature material such
as silicone or any other material having a suitable thermal
conductivity and low electrical conductivity. Such material
may include, but is not limited to, silicone, rubber and poly-
urethanes or any other thermally conductive material that is
preferably flexible.

Referring to FIG. 5, the heating blanket 54 may include
thermal sensors (not shown) such as thermocouples or other
suitable temperature sensing devices for monitoring heat at
locations along the area of the heating blanket 54 in contact
with the structure 10 (FIG. 3). Alternatively, the heating blan-
ket 54 may include a voltage sensor 94 or other sensing device
connected to the power supply 90 as illustrated in FIG. 5. As
was indicated above, the power supply 90 may be provided as
a constant current configuration to minimize inductive heat-
ing of electrically conductive materials such as graphite-ep-
oxy composites typically used in composite construction.
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Furthermore, a constant current configuration for the power
supply 90 may minimize unwanted resistive heating in the
conductor 80 wiring.

Referring still to FIG. 5, the sensor 94 may be configured to
indicate the voltage level provided by the power supply 90.
For a constant current configuration of the heating blanket 54,
the voltage may decrease as the magnetic material approaches
the Curie temperature. The power supply 90 may also be
configured to facilitate adjustment of the amplitude of the
alternating current in order to alter the heating rate of the
magnetic material. In this regard, the power supply 90 may be
coupled to a controller 92 to facilitate adjustment of the
alternating current over a predetermined range in order to
facilitate the application of the heating blanket 54 to a wide
variety of structures having different the heating rate require-
ments which may range from a few minutes to one hour or
more.

Referring to FIG. 6C, shown is a graph of temperature 150
measured over a period of time 152 during heating of a test
article using a heating blanket 54 (FIG. 6) having a susceptor
sleeve 82 (FIG. 6) extending along the conductor. FIG. 6C
illustrates the measurement of temperature 150 recorded dur-
ing testing of the heating of a relatively large structure (not
shown) for thermoplastic forming thereof. As can be seen in
FIG. 6C, temperatures were measured and recorded by ther-
mocouples TCO0, TC1, TC2, TC3, TC4, TC5, TC6, TC7 cor-
responding to reference numbers 154, 156, 158, 160, 162,
164, 166, 168, respectively, positioned at several locations of
the structure having differing thermal environments. The dif-
fering thermal environments resulted in different heating
rates of the structure as measured by the thermocouples 154,
156, 158,160, 162, 164, 166, 168. For example, the thermo-
couple TC6 166 measured temperature of at a location of the
structure having a relatively slower heating rate as compared
to the locations of the structure such as those represented by
the thermocouples 154 and 168 which exhibited relatively
high heating rates. FIG. 6C further illustrates that the heating
blanket 54 (FIG. 6) heated all locations of the structure to the
same Curie temperature 153 during the application of a rela-
tively constant supply of alternating current to the conductor
80 (FIG. 6). In this regard, the heating blanket 54 increased
and maintained the temperature of all locations of the struc-
ture to approximately 670° F. which was the desired tempera-
ture for thermoplastic forming. Upon attaining the desired
temperature at all locations of the structure, the power supply
was deactivated at 41 minutes and 11 seconds as illustrated in
the graph of FIG. 6C.

Referring to FIGS. 6D-6G, shown is the heating blanket 54
configuration having the susceptor sleeve 82 substantially
coaxially mounted to the conductor 80 and wherein the heat-
ing blanket 54 is installed over a patch 40 mounted within a
rework area 20. As can be seen, the structure 10 includes a
heat sink 28 configured as a stringer 30 on the lower surface
18 of the structure 10 which may draw heat from the rework
area 20. FIG. 6E is a top view illustration of the heating
blanket 54 installed on the patch 40 of FIG. 6D and illustrat-
ing magnetic field 96 lines generated during the application of
alternating current to the conductor 80. As can be seen, the
magnetic field 96 lines occuruniformly throughout the length
of the conductor 80 as may occur during the initial stages of
heating a composite structure 10 rework area 20. The appli-
cation of the alternating current to the conductor 80 generates
a magnetic field 96 which is concentrated in the susceptor
sleeve 82 along the length of the conductor 80 causing
induced currents which resistively heat the susceptor sleeve
82 and adjacent materials such as the matrix 78 within which
the susceptor sleeve 82 and conductor 80 may be embedded.
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As the susceptor sleeve 82 is initially heated, the magnetic
material in the susceptor sleeve 82 maintains its magnetic
properties resulting in continuous inductive heating thereof

Referring to FIGS. 6F-6G, it can be seen that the magnetic
material in the susceptor sleeve 82 adjacent the heat sink 28
and stringer 30 on the right-hand side 20a (FIG. 6F) of the
heating blanket 54 continues to be magnetic while the portion
of the conductor 80 and susceptor sleeve 82 located away
from the heat sink 28 on the left-hand side 205 (FIG. 6F) have
reached the Curie temperature such that the magnetic prop-
erties of the susceptor sleeve 82 disappear as the magnetic
fields 96 are no longer concentrated in the susceptor sleeve
82. The susceptor sleeve 82 becomes non-magnetic in such
portions and the induced currents and resistive heating of the
susceptor sleeve 82 diminishes to a level sufficient to main-
tain a temperature of the susceptor sleeve 82 at the Curie
temperature. In this regard, the non-magnetic portion 77 of
the heating blanket 54 illustrated in FIG. 6G provides reduced
heat to the rework area 20 while the magnetic portion 76
continues to provide a greater amount of heat to the rework
area 20 in order to attain the adhesive curing temperature
and/or composite material curing temperature. Once the mag-
netic portion 76 illustrated in FIG. 6G reaches the Curie
temperature, the magnetic material of the susceptor sleeve 82
in that portion becomes non-magnetic and the resistive heat-
ing is reduced to a sufficiently low level to maintain the
rework area 20 at the desired temperature.

As can be seen in FIG. 6F, the magnetic blanket may
include thermal sensors 70 such as thermocouples 72 which
may be strategically located between the blanket and the
upper surface 16 of the structure 10 adjacent to the rework
area 20 for monitoring the temperature of the structure 10.
Data from the thermocouples 72 may be provided to the
controller in order to monitor the power supply. Likewise,
thermal sensors 70 may provide a means for sensing and
monitoring the temperature of the heating blanket to facilitate
regulation of the magnitude or frequency of alternating cur-
rent supplied to the conductor. The heating blanket may
include an indicating mechanism 74 such as a blinking light
(not shown) in order to indicate the attainment of the Curie
temperature by the susceptor sleeve 82.

Referring now to FIGS. 7-8, shown is an alternative
embodiment of the heating blanket 54 having ferromagnetic
particles 84 embedded within the matrix 78. The heating
blanket 54 may be constructed similar to that which was
described with regard to the induction heating embodiment
illustrated in FIGS. 4-6G. The heating blanket 54 shown in
FIGS. 7-8 may include a power supply 90 (FIG. 5) for gen-
erating alternating current at a relatively high frequency. For
example, the frequency of alternating current provided to the
heating blanket 54 may be approximately 1 kHz to 300 kHz at
an amperage of between approximately 10 amps and 1000
amps and a voltage of between approximately 10 volts to 300
volts. However, the alternating current may be provided in a
frequency in the megahertz or gigahertz range such as upon
attaining Federal Communications Commission approval. As
was indicated above, care may be taken in selecting the char-
acteristics of the alternative current to avoid a combination of
relatively high frequency and relatively high amperage that
may lead to unwanted induction heating of a conductive
structure 10 (FIG. 3).

The housing 58 of the heating blanket 54 configuration
shown in FIGS. 7-8 may be similar to the housing 58
described above with reference to FIGS. 4-6G wherein the
housing 58 is preferably formed of a flexible material and
which contains a thermally conductive matrix 78. The hous-
ing 58 may include an insulation layer 88 on one side thereof
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in order to minimize heat loss to the environment. The con-
ductor 80 may likewise be formed of materials similar to that
described above with regard to the induction heating configu-
ration illustrated in FIGS. 4-6G wherein the conductor 80 is
formed of flexible wire such as litz wire and is arranged in a
meandering pattern or other suitable arrangement.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 7-8, the ferromag-
netic particles 84 have a Curie temperature that is preferably
substantially greater than the desired temperature of the struc-
ture (not shown) to be heated by the heating blanket 54. In this
regard, the ferromagnetic particles 84 preferably have high
hysteretic losses which manifest as heat given off at a tem-
perature that is lower than the Curie temperature of the fer-
romagnetic particles 84. The ferromagnetic particles 84 are
preferably dispersed or embedded within at least a portion of
the matrix 78 or throughout the entire matrix 78 in a uniform
manner. The ferromagnetic particles 84 in the configuration
illustrated in FIGS. 7-8 are heated by hysteretic heating in
response to the magnetic field 96 resulting from the applica-
tion of the alternating current to the conductor 80.

FIG. 8 illustrates the magnetic field 96 pattern circulating
through the ferromagnetic particles 84 embedded within the
matrix 78 inside the housing 58. The ferromagnetic particles
84 are preferably selected such that the Curie temperature
thereof’is substantially greater than the desired temperature of
the structure (not shown) to be heated in order to account for
diminishing hysteretic heating as temperatures increase in the
ferromagnetic particles 84. Hysteretic heating of the ferro-
magnetic particles 84 causes a leveling off of the temperature
prior to the ferromagnetic particles 84 reaching the Curie
temperature. The leveling off of the temperature is due in part
to the decrease in the amount of heat that is generated with
increasing temperature. The decrease in generated heat may
also be in response to thermal conduction of heat from the
ferromagnetic particles 84 such as into a structure (not
shown) being heated.

Referring to FIG. 8A, shown is a graph of temperature 170
versus time 172 and illustrating a plot of temperatures mea-
sured during hysteretic heating of nickel ferromagnetic par-
ticles having a Curie temperature of approximately 660° F. It
can be seen that temperature increases at a relatively rapid rate
during the initial heating of the ferromagnetic particles. The
temperature of the ferromagnetic particles attains a leveling
off at approximately 550° F. (i.e., the hysteretic temperature
174) which is approximately 25% less than the Curie tem-
perature. In this regard, the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 8) may
include ferromagnetic particles 84 (FIG. 8) that are selected
such that the Curie temperature thereof is greater by a prede-
termined amount than the temperature at which the structure
10 (FIG. 8C) is to be heated. The ferromagnetic particles for
which the temperature plot is illustrated in FIG. 8A may
comprise a 2% concentration of a matrix formed of poly-
etheretherketone (PEEK). However the matrix may comprise
any suitable material having thermally conductive properties
and which preferably exhibits low electrical resistivity.

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, in a further embodiment, the
heating blanket 54 may include superparamagnetic particles
86 that absorb energy from the magnetic field 96 produced by
applying alternating current to the conductor 80. The super-
paramagnetic particles 86 undergo relaxation heating in
response to exposure to the magnetic field 96 generated by the
alternating current passing through the conductor 80. The
Curie temperature of the superparamagnetic particles 86 is
dependent in part on the size of the superparamagnetic par-
ticles 86. More specifically, the superparamagnetic particles
86 convert heat from the magnetic field 96 by relaxation
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heating at a rate which is dependent upon the size (i.e., diam-
eter) of the superparamagnetic particles 86.

The Curie temperature of the superparamagnetic particles
86 may also be dependent upon a temperature range of the
relaxation heating of the superparamagnetic particles 86. For
example, the temperature range may correspond to a fre-
quency of the alternating current and/or an amplitude of the
alternating current. The temperature range may be altered by
adjusting the frequency and/or the amplitude of the alternat-
ing current provided to the conductor 80. The superparamag-
netic particles 86 generate heat within a relatively narrow
temperature band such that the size of the superparamagnetic
particles 86 may be selected to correspond to the desired
temperature at which the structure (not shown) is to be heated.
For example, a superparamagnetic particle 86 formed of iron
oxide having a size ranging from approximately 22 to 24 nm
generates heat in the range of from 0° C. (i.e., room tempera-
ture) to approximately 150° C.

Referring to FIG. 8B, shown is a plot of power output 182
(i.e., heat) measured in watts-per-square-foot versus tempera-
ture 184 for iron oxide superparamagnetic particles in
response to a conductor receiving alternating current at a
frequency of 3000 Hz. In the plot of FIG. 8B, shown is a first
particle size 186 having a Curie temperature band that falls
below 0° C. and is therefore not visible on the graph. The
second particle size 188 illustrated in FIG. 8B has a diameter
of'approximately 22 nm which occupies a Curie temperature
190 band that is different than the temperature band at which
the third particle size 192 generates heat. More specifically,
the third particle size 192 has a diameter of approximately 24
nm and generates heat at a Curie temperature 194 in the range
of approximately 0° C. to approximately 150° C. The fourth
particle size 196 illustrated in the graph of FIG. 8B generates
heat at a Curie temperature 198 starting at approximately
100° C.

As may be appreciated, the superparamagnetic particles 86
(FIG. 8) may be selected in order to provide a plurality of
particle sizes generating heat within a corresponding plurality
oftemperature ranges. The location of the temperature ranges
can also be adjusted by changing the frequency of the alter-
nating current passing through the conductor 80 (FIG. 8). In
this manner, a heating blanket 54 (FIG. 8) formed with super-
paramagnetic particles 86 can be configured to provide heat at
different temperatures by changing the frequency of the alter-
nating magnetic field such as by changing the frequency of
the alternating current. The frequency of the alternating mag-
netic field may also be changed by adjusting the voltage
output of the power supply 90 (FIG. 5).

The superparamagnetic particles 86 for the configurations
illustrated in FIGS. 7-8 may be comprised of any suitable
magnetic material including, but not limited to, any suitable
metal, alloy, metal oxide or ferrite as described above with
regard to the magnetic material from which the susceptor
sleeve 82 may be formed. For example, the metals or metal
alloys from which the superparamagnetic particles 86 may be
fabricated may include, but are not limited to, iron, cobalt,
nickel and copper or any other suitable metal or alloy thereof

Referring now to FIGS. 8C-8D, shown is the heating blan-
ket 54 comprising either the ferromagnetic particles 84 or the
superparamagnetic particles 86 embedded within the matrix
78. The heating blanket 54 is shown installed on a patch 40
received within a rework area 20. The ferromagnetic 84 or
superparamagnetic particles 86 which may be embedded in
all or a portion of the matrix 78 are directly heated by the
magnetic field 96 which, in turn, thermally heats the matrix 78
by conduction. The structure 10 to which the heating blanket
54 is installed is likewise heated by thermal conduction when
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the superparamagnetic particles 86 continue to exhibit mag-
netic properties below the Curie temperatures. In this regard,
FIG. 8D illustrates that the entirety of the matrix is magnetic
as indicated by the magnetic portion 76.

Referring to FIGS. 8E-8F, shown is a cross-sectional illus-
tration and a top view illustration of the heating blanket 54
showing the magnetic field 96 being concentrated on the
right-hand side 20a (FIG. 8E) of the heating blanket 54 rela-
tive to the left-hand side 2056 (FIG. 8E) representing a reduc-
tion in heat generated by the ferromagnetic particles 84 as the
temperature approaches a hysteretic temperature of the fer-
romagnetic particles 84. As was indicated above, the hyster-
etic temperature represents the temperature at which the fer-
romagnetic particles 84 have relatively large hysteresis
losses. The hysteresis losses of the ferromagnetic particles 84
diminish to relatively low levels at temperatures below the
Curie temperature. In this regard, FIG. 8E represents those
portions of the ferromagnetic particles 84 within the matrix
78 that undergo a relatively rapid decrease in heat generation
with increasing temperature such that the temperature in the
non-magnetic portion 77 illustrated in FIG. 8F is below the
Curie temperature of the ferromagnetic particles 84. However
the magnetic portion 76 of the heating blanket 54 illustrated in
FIG. 8F continues to provide heat to the rework area 20 of the
composite structure 10 as a result of the heat being absorbed
by the heat sink 28 on the lower surface 18 of the composite
structure 10.

Referring still to FIGS. 8E-8F, for the configuration of the
heating blanket 54 having superparamagnetic particles 86,
the magnetic portion 76 illustrated in FIG. 8F continues to
undergo relaxation heating at a rate which is dependent upon
the size or diameter of the superparamagnetic particles 86.
Temperature increase slows as the superparamagnetic par-
ticles 86 approach or exceed the Curie temperature. In this
regard, heat output from a heating blanket 54 having super-
paramagnetic particles 86 is reduced when the temperature of
the superparamagnetic particles 86 is either greater than or
less than the Curie temperature.

Inthe embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 7-8F, the density of
the ferromagnetic particles 84 or superparamagnetic particles
86 in the matrix 78 may be selected in consideration of the
desired flexibility of the heating blanket 54. For example, the
density or amount of ferromagnetic 84 or superparamagnetic
particles 86 in the matrix 78 has an effect on the stiffness or
flexibility of the heating blanket 54. A higher density of
particle may reduce the flexibility of the heating blanket 54. In
this regard, the ferromagnetic 84 or superparamagnetic par-
ticles 86 may be as large as practical but may be limited to
approximately 45% by volume of the matrix 78 and, more
preferably, may be limited to less than 20% by volume of the
matrix 78 in order to retain flexibility of the heating blanket
54.

In each of the above-described embodiments including the
induction heating embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 4-6G and
the hysteretic heating and relaxation heating embodiments
comprising, respectively, ferromagnetic 84 and superpara-
magnetic particles 86 illustrated in FIGS. 7-8F, magnetic
materials for each of the configurations may be selected
depending upon the desired temperature of the structure 10
(FIG. 1) to be heated. For example, magnetic materials may
be available for temperature ranges from approximately 150°
F. to approximately 2050° F. by selecting magnetic materials
having appropriate Curie temperatures. However, magnetic
materials for each of the configurations may be selected to
provide heat at any temperature or within any temperature
range.
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In the above-described heating blanket 54 (FIG. 4) con-
figurations, uniform heating of a structure 10 (FIG. 1) may be
attainable by virtue of the rate of heat reduction and the ability
to maintain a desired temperature being dependent upon the
temperature at any location of the heating blanket 54. More
specifically, the temperature of the heating blanket 54 is
dependent upon the temperature of the adjacent location of
the structure 10 that is in thermal contact with the heating
blanket 54. The Curie temperature may be selected to corre-
spond to the desired article temperature. For example, for a
composite structure 10 (FIG. 1) formed of graphite-epoxy
and/or fiberglass composite material, a patch 40 (FIG. 3)
formed in a composite skin 12 (FIG. 3) thickness of one-half
inch will include a bondline 46 (FI1G. 3) that may be generally
cooler than the temperature at the interface of the heating
blanket 54 with the composite structure 10 (FIG. 1).

Locations in the rework area 20 (FIG. 3) such as the bond-
line 46 (FIG. 3) that have attained the adhesive curing tem-
peratures may continue to receive a diminished level of heat
that is sufficient to maintain the temperature of the magnetic
material and heating blanket 54 (FIG. 4) at the Curie tempera-
ture or at the hysteretic temperature for the hysteretic heating
configuration. Locations in the patch 40 (FIG. 3) that are at a
relatively lower temperatures as a result of a heat sink 28
(FIG. 3) or other thermal variations may continue to receive
heat at a greater rate until reaching the adhesive curing tem-
perature or composite material curing temperature which
may be selected to be close to the Curie temperature of the
magnetic material in the heating blanket 54. Advantageously,
once the magnetic materials are selected and assembled with
the blanket assembly 52 (FIG. 4), the heating blanket 54 may
be operated substantially autonomously to uniformly heat the
structure 10 (FIG. 3) without manual control of the tempera-
ture of the heating blanket. In this manner, the heating blanket
54 provides a means for uniformly heating the structure 10
(FIG. 3) without overheating or under heating any locations.

Referring briefly to FIG. 9, shown is a block diagram
illustrating a heating system 50 as may be implemented in any
one of the configurations described above. The heating sys-
tem 50 may include a blanket assembly 52 which may com-
prise a heating blanket 54 and insulation layer 88 applied
thereto. The heating blanket 54 may include a housing 58
which may form an interior for housing 58 the conductor 80
and the magnetic material in any one of the above-described
configurations. The housing 58 may include a matrix 78
through which the conductor 80 may be extended. The con-
ductor 80 may include the susceptor sleeve 82 extending
along a length of the conductor 80. The susceptor sleeve 82
may be formed as a continuous tube or cylinder extending
along the conductor 80 or as a flexible braided sleeve extend-
ing along the conductor 80. The susceptor sleeve 82 may
preferably, but optionally, be disposed in non-electrically
contacting relation to the conductor 80 along any portion
thereof.

Referring still to FIG. 9, in a further configuration, the
heating blanket 54 may include ferromagnetic particles 84
embedded in the matrix 78 which are exposed to a magnetic
field that is generated when the alternating current is applied
to the conductor 80. Ferromagnetic particles 84 may be
selected to have a Curie temperature that is greater than the
desired temperature of the structure to be heated. In this
regard, the ferromagnetic particles 84 preferably have high
hysteresis losses when exposed to the magnetic field. The
Curie temperature of the ferromagnetic particles 84 is pref-
erably greater than the desired temperature of the structure to
be heated in consideration of the reduction in hysteresis
losses to relatively low levels below the Curie temperature as
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described above. The matrix 78 may also include superpara-
magnetic particles 86 embedded within the matrix 78 for
heating by relaxation at a rate and within a temperature range
corresponding to the size or diameter of the superparamag-
netic particles 86 and the frequency of the alternating current.

The heating blanket 54 may include the insulation layer 88
which may be bonded to one of the upper and lower face
sheets 62, 64 (FIG. 4). The insulation layer 88 may include
any suitable insulation 89 such as, without limitation, sili-
cone. The insulation layer 88 may prevent heat losses to the
environment on the side of the heating blanket 54 opposite the
structure. The blanket assembly 52 may be connected to a
power supply 90 for providing alternating current to the con-
ductor 80 which may be connected to a controller 92 and/or a
sensor 94 for controlling the power supply 90 and sensing the
voltage thereof.

Referring to FIG. 10, shown is an illustration of a method-
ology for heating a structure 10 (FIG. 3) such as a composite
structure 10 using a heating blanket 54 (FIG. 4) having a
susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) extended along a conductor 80
(FIG. 4). The method may comprise preparing the structure
10 (FIG. 3) for the heating blanket such as by installing a
patch 40 (FIG. 1) in a rework area 20 (FIG. 3) of the compos-
ite structure 10. Adhesive may be applied between the patch
40 (FIG. 1) and the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) for which the
heating blanket 54 may be employed to increase the curing
temperature in step 200. In step 202, the heating blanket 54
may be placed in thermal contact with the rework area 20
(FIG.1). As indicated above, the susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4)
may be formed of a magnetic material having a Curie tem-
perature that corresponds to the desired temperature of the
structure 10. For example, the Curie temperature may corre-
spond to the adhesive curing temperature for bonding the
patch 40 to the rework area 20 (FIG. 1).

Upon application of the heating blanket 54 to the structure
10 (FIG. 3), a vacuum bag assembly 100 (FIG. 2) may be
applied to seal the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) to the composite
structure 10 (FIG. 3) in step 204. Alternating current may be
applied to the conductor in step 206 in order to generate a
magnetic field 96 (FIG. 6) in step 208 which may extend
along the length of the susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) in
response to the application of the alternating current. Step 210
may comprise heating the susceptor sleeve 82 inductively in
response to the magnetic field. The heating rate may be
increased by increasing the frequency and/or or amplitude of
the alternating current. However, the alternating current may
be maintained below a predetermined level to minimize
inductive heating of adjacent structure 10 (FIG. 3) and to
minimize uncontrolled resistive heating of the conductor 80
(FIG. 4).

Step 212 may comprise heating the rework area 20 (FIG. 1)
due to thermal conduction of the heat from the heating blanket
54 (FIG. 4) into the structure 10 (FIG. 3). The heat from the
inductively heated susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) is transmitted
from the matrix 78 surrounding the susceptor sleeve 82 into
the structure 10 to which the heating blanket 54 is mounted.
The method may further comprise altering the rate of induc-
tive heating of the susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) by adjusting
the frequency of the altering current applied to the conductor
80 (FIG. 4). Step 214 may comprise maintaining a substan-
tially uniform temperature such as at the approximate Curie
temperature of the susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) without sub-
stantial variation across the rework area 20 (FIG. 1).

The step of maintaining the uniform temperature may
include reducing the conductive heating of those portions of
the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) that are located adjacent to the
areas of the susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) that have become
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non-magnetic upon attaining the Curie temperature. In this
regard, the inductive heating of the susceptor sleeve 82 may
be reduced in correspondence to a reduction in the voltage
occurring across the conductor 80 (FIG. 4) due to the rela-
tively constant alternating current that may be provided by the
power supply 90 (FIG. 4). More specifically, during opera-
tion, the susceptor sleeve 82 imposes an impedance to the
electric current in the conductor 80. The impedance to the
electric current is overcome by the constant current power
supply 90. The impedance decreases when the Curie tempera-
ture of the susceptor sleeve 82 is attained allowing the power
supply 90 to reduce the voltage in the conductor 80 to main-
tain the constant current. The reduction of voltage across the
conductor 80 (FIG. 4) may be such that the susceptor sleeve
82 (FIG. 4) is maintained at the Curie temperature. In this
manner, the structure 10 (FIG. 3) may be uniformly heated by
reducing the inductive heating of the portions of the susceptor
sleeve that are at the Curie temperature while continuing the
inductive heating of the portions of the susceptor sleeve 82
(FIG. 4) that are below the Curie temperature.

The magnetic material for the susceptor sleeve 82 (FIG. 4)
may be selected such that the Curie temperature thereof cor-
responds to the desired temperature of the structure 10 (FIG.
3). For example, in applying heat to a patch 40 (FIG. 3) being
adhesively bonded to a rework area 20 (FIG. 1), the Curie
temperature preferably corresponds to the adhesive curing
temperature. As the temperature of the adhesive approaches
the Curie temperature, the inductive heating of the susceptor
sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) may be reduced by an autonomous reduc-
tion in the voltage across the conductor 80 (FIG. 4) while
maintaining the alternating current at a constant level. The
conductor 80 (FIG. 4) voltage may be automatically moni-
tored by the constant current power supply 90 such that upon
attainment of the desired temperature (i.e., adhesive curing
temperature), the conductor 80 voltage may stabilize at a
reduced level. The heating blanket 54 (FIG. 4) may include an
indicating mechanism such as a blinking light or other suit-
able device to indicate attainment of the desired temperature
when the conductor 80 voltage stabilizes. In this regard, cer-
tain portions of the structure 10 (FIG. 3) may attain the
desired temperature prior to other portions of the other struc-
ture 10. The inductive heating of the portions of the susceptor
sleeve 82 (FIG. 4) located proximate the portions of the
structure 10 that have attained the desired temperature may be
reduced while portions of the structure 10 (FIG. 3) located
proximate portions of the susceptor sleeve 82 that are below
the Curie temperature may continue to be heated.

Referring to FIG. 11, shown is an illustration of a flow
diagram illustrating a methodology for heating a structure 10
(FIG. 3) such as a composite structure for repair of a rework
area 20 (FIG. 1) by hysteretic heating. The method may
comprise step 230 of installing the patch 40 (FIG. 3) in the
rework area 20 followed by placing the heating blanket 54
(FIG. 4) in thermal contact with the rework area 20 in step
232. As was indicated above, the heating blanket may contain
the conductor 80 (FIG. 4) having ferromagnetic particles 84
(FIG. 7) embedded in the matrix 78. The ferromagnetic par-
ticles are heated by exposure to the magnetic field generated
during application of the alternating current to the conductor
80 (FIG. 4). The ferromagnetic particles 84 are preferably
selected such that the hysteretic temperature thereof is less
than the Curie temperature and which preferably corresponds
to the desired temperature of the structure 10 such as the
desired temperature of the adhesive bonding a patch 40 (FIG.
3) to the rework area 20.

Step 234 of FIG. 11 may include sealing the rework area 20
with a vacuum bag 100 (FIG. 3) as described above and
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applying alternating current to the conductor 80 (FIG. 4)
extending through the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 4) in step 236.
Step 238 may comprise generating the magnetic field in
response to the alternating current such that the ferromagnetic
particles 84 (FIG. 7) are exposed thereto. Step 240 may com-
prise heating the ferromagnetic particles 84 hysteretically
wherein the temperature of the ferromagnetic particles 84
increases toward the Curie temperature and wherein the fer-
romagnetic particles 84 are selected to have high hysteretic
losses. Step 242 may comprise heating the rework area 20
(FIG. 1) conductively in response to the hysteretic heating of
the ferromagnetic particles 84 within the matrix 78.

Step 244 may include maintaining a substantially uniform
temperature across the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) of the struc-
ture 10 (FIG. 3) by either reducing the conductive heating for
those portions of the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) that are located
adjacent to ferromagnetic particles 84 reaching the hysteretic
temperature, or, continuing to conductively heat the portions
of the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) that are located adjacent to
ferromagnetic particles 84 that are below the hysteretic tem-
perature.

Referring to FIG. 12, shown is an illustration of a flow
diagram illustrating a methodology for uniformly heating a
structure 10 (FIG. 3) such as a composite structure rework
area 20 (FIG. 1) to which a patch 40 (FIG. 3) may be bonded
using adhesive. The method illustrated in FIG. 11 may
include installing the patch 40 in the rework area 20 in step
260 and placing the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 4) in thermal
contact with the rework area 20 in step 262 as described
above. The heating blanket 54 may include superparamag-
netic particles 86 (FIG. 7) embedded in the matrix 78 that are
preferably located adjacent to the conductor 80 (FIG. 4) for
exposure of superparamagnetic particles 86 to the magnetic
field. The superparamagnetic particles 86 preferably have a
Curie temperature corresponding to the size of the superpara-
magnetic particles 86 as was described above.

In this regard, the method may comprise step 264 of select-
ing the size of the superparamagnetic particles 86 (F1G. 7) to
correspond to the desired temperature of the structure 10
(FIG. 3) such as the adhesive curing temperature used in the
patch 40 (FIG. 3). For example, the superparamagnetic par-
ticles may be selected to have a Curie temperature that com-
prises a temperature range for relaxation heating thereof. The
temperature range preferably corresponds to the desired tem-
perature at which the adhesive in the patch is to be cured or to
the desired temperature of another location in the structure 10
(FIG. 3). In this regard, the method may comprise selecting
particle sizes of the superparamagnetic particles 86 (FIG. 7)
in order to generate heat within a corresponding plurality of
Curie temperature ranges. In this manner, the structure 10
(FIG. 3) may be heated at different temperatures correspond-
ing to the plurality of Curie temperatures.

Step 266 may comprise sealing a vacuum bag assembly
100 (FIG. 2) to the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) as described
above. Step 268 may comprise applying alternating current to
the conductor 80 (FIG. 4) in order to generate the magnetic
field in step 270 and to which the superparamagnetic particles
86 (FIG. 7) may be exposed. Step 272 may comprise heating
the superparamagnetic particles by relaxation heating. The
rework area 20 (FIG. 1) may, in turn, be heated conductively
in step 274 in response to the relaxation heating of the super-
paramagnetic particles. Step 276 of FIG. 12 may include
maintaining the substantially uniform temperature across the
rework area 20 (FIG. 1) by reducing the conductive heating of
the portions of the structure 10 (FIG. 3) of or rework area that
are located adjacent to superparamagnetic particles 86 (FIG.
7) that are approaching or nearing attainment of the Curie
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temperature (i.e., relaxation temperature). The method may
further comprise continuing the conductive heating of those
portions of the rework area 20 (FIG. 1) that are adjacent to
superparamagnetic particles 86 that are below the Curie tem-
perature.

Referring to FIGS. 13-14, embodiments of the disclosure
may be described in the context of an aircraft manufacturing
and service method 300 as shown in FIG. 13 and an aircraft
302 as shown in FIG. 14. During pre-production, exemplary
method 300 may include specification and design 304 of the
aircraft 302 and material procurement 306. During produc-
tion, component and subassembly manufacturing 308 and
system integration 310 of the aircraft 302 takes place. There-
after, the aircraft 302 may go through certification and deliv-
ery 312 in order to be placed in service 314. While in service
314 by a customer, the aircraft 302 is scheduled for routine
maintenance and service 316 (which may also include modi-
fication, reconfiguration, refurbishment, and so on).

Each of the processes of method 300 may be performed or
carried out by a system integrator, a third party, and/or an
operator (e.g., a customer). For the purposes of this descrip-
tion, a system integrator may include without limitation any
number of aircraft manufacturers and major-system subcon-
tractors; a third party may include without limitation any
number of vendors, subcontractors, and suppliers; and an
operator may be an airline, leasing company, military entity,
service organization, and so on.

As shown in FIG. 14, the aircraft 302 produced by exem-
plary method 300 may include an airframe 318 with a plural-
ity of systems 320 and an interior 322. Examples of high-level
systems 320 include one or more of a propulsion system 324,
an electrical system 326, a hydraulic system 328, and an
environmental system 330. Any number of other systems may
be included. Although an acrospace example is shown, the
principles of the disclosed embodiments may be applied to
other industries, such as the automotive industry.

Apparatus and methods embodied herein may be
employed during any one or more of the stages of the produc-
tion and service method 300. For example, components or
subassemblies corresponding to production process 308 may
be fabricated or manufactured in a manner similar to compo-
nents or subassemblies produced while the aircraft 302 is in
service 314. Also, one or more apparatus embodiments,
method embodiments, or a combination thereof may be uti-
lized during the production stages 308 and 310, for example,
by substantially expediting assembly of or reducing the cost
of an aircraft 302. Similarly, one or more of apparatus
embodiments, method embodiments, or a combination
thereof may be utilized while the aircraft 302 is in service 314,
for example and without limitation, to maintenance and ser-
vice 316.

Referring to FIG. 15, shown is a further embodiment of the
heating blanket 54 having a plurality of sleeve segments 104
mounted on the conductor 80. The sleeve segments 104 may
be mounted in end-to-end spaced relation to one another. The
conductor 80 and the sleeve segments 104 may be housed
within an interior 60 of the housing 58. The housing 58 may
be formed of a material that is preferably thermally conduc-
tive and which is also preferably resiliently flexible such that
the heating blanket 54 may conform to curved surfaces. In an
embodiment, the housing 58 may be formed of pliable mate-
rial having a relatively high thermal conductivity and rela-
tively low electrical conductivity. Non-limiting examples of
materials from which the housing 58 may be formed include
silicone, rubber, polyurethane and other elastomeric materi-
als which are preferably highly thermally conductive and
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which are preferably resiliently flexible to allow the heating
blanket 54 to conform to a wide variety of surfaces of differ-
ent curvature.

In an embodiment, the housing 58 may be formed with the
upper and lower face sheets 62, 64 defining a generally hol-
low interior 60 containing the conductor 80 and the sleeve
segments 104. Alternatively, the housing 58 may be formed as
ahomogenous matrix 78 (FIG. 17) material encapsulating the
conductor 80 and sleeve segments 104. The conductor 80 may
be connected at opposite ends to heating blanket wiring 56.
The heating blanket wiring 56 may be coupled to an appro-
priate power source (FIG. 17) as described below. An insula-
tion layer 88 may be mounted to the heating blanket 54 such
as to the upper face sheet 62 of the heating blanket 54. The
insulation layer 88 may comprise insulation 89 formed of
silicone or other suitable insulative material to minimize heat
loss to the environment.

Referring to FIG. 16, the sleeve segments 104 may be
mounted in end-to-end relation to one another on the conduc-
tor 80. In an embodiment, the sleeve segments 104 may be
mounted in non-contacting end-to-end relation to one another
forming a gap d,,, between the sleeve segments 104
although arrangements are contemplated where at least a
portion of the sleeve segments 104 are in contact with one
another. The end-to-end spacing or gap d,,,,, between adja-
cent sleeve segments 104 may be less than the length 1., of
a single sleeve segment 104 although gaps d,,,,, between
adjacent sleeve segments 104 may be greater than the length
L5 g, ©f an individual one of the sleeve segments 104. Advan-
tageously, the gap d,_,,, between the sleeve segments 104
allows the magnetic field 96 (FIG. 20) generated by the con-
ductor to reach the outer surface of each sleeve segment 104
providing increased eddy currents 98 (FIG. 19) to generate
heat and increase the overall efficiency of the heating blanket
54 as described in greater detail below. Furthermore, the gap
d,,,..between the sleeve segments 104 facilitates the ability of
the heating blanket 54 to conform to curved surfaces (not
shown). The end-to-end spacing of the sleeve segments 104
may also reduce the weight of the heating blanket 54 relative
to the weight of a continuous susceptor sleeve (FIG. 5).

Referring still to FIG. 16, each one of the sleeve segments
104 may be formed in a generally tubular or cylindrical shape.
Each sleeve segment 104 may be formed as a seamless tubular
element that may be installed on the conductor 80 by sliding
over an end of the conductor 80. Alternatively, the sleeve
segments 104 may include a slot (not shown) extending axi-
ally along a length of the sleeve segment 104 to allow the
sleeve segment 104 to be installed over the conductor 80 by
passing the conductor 80 through the slot (not shown). Such
a slotted sleeve segment (not shown) may optionally be
crimped or clamped after installation on the conductor 80 to
retain the sleeve segment 104 on the conductor 80. The sleeve
segments 104 are preferably mounted in non-contacting rela-
tion to the conductor 80 to electrically isolate the sleeve
segments 104 from the conductor 80. In an embodiment, each
one of the sleeve segment 104 is preferably substantially
coaxially mounted to the conductor 80 to facilitate uniform
heating of each sleeve segment 104 as described below. How-
ever, the sleeve segments 104 may be non-coaxially mounted
to the conductor 80.

The material composition of the sleeve segments 104 may
be selected based upon the temperature requirements for a
given application. In this regard, the material composition of
the sleeve segments 104 may be selected such that the Curie
temperature of the material corresponds to the temperature
requirements of the application. For example, a nickel-iron
alloy composition commercially known as Alloy 30 (e.g.,
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approximately 30% nickel-70% iron) may be selected based
on the known Curie temperature of approximately 160° F. of
such alloy and which may correspond to the desired tempera-
ture to which a structure (not shown) may be heated by the
heating blanket 54. Other non-limiting examples of material
compositions for the sleeve segments 104 include Alloy 32
(e.g., approximately 32% nickel-68% iron) which may have a
Curie temperature of approximately 300° F. The sleeve seg-
ments 104 may be formed of other alloy compositions based
upon the Curie temperature of such compositions and are not
limited to nickel-iron compositions. For example, the sleeve
segments 104 may be formed of a nickel-iron-molybdenum
alloy such as 4% molybdenum Permalloy (e.g., approxi-
mately 80% nickel-16% iron-4% molybdenum) having a
Curie temperature of approximately 700° F. As may be appre-
ciated, the material for the sleeve segments 104 may be
selected from a wide variety of material compositions based
on the Curie temperature and other desired magnetization
properties of the composition.

Referring to FIG. 17, shown is a top view of the heating
system 50 including the heating blanket 54 electrically
coupled to a power supply 90, a controller 92 and/or a sensor
94. The electrical conductor 80 may be arranged in a mean-
dering formation within an interior 60 (FIG. 15) of the hous-
ing 58. However, the conductor 80 may be provided in other
arrangements such as in a coil shape (not shown). The con-
ductor 80 is preferably arranged to provide substantially uni-
form spacing between adjacent portions of the conductor 80
such that substantially uniform heat is generated across a
length and a width of the heating blanket 54. The conductor
80 may be formed from a single strand of conductor 80
material or from multiple strands that may be either braided or
non-braided. The conductor 80 is preferably formed of flex-
ible material such as litz wire to facilitate the application of
the heating blanket 54 to curved surfaces and to improve the
electrical conducting efficiency of the conductor 80 in
response to electrical current (not shown). In addition, the litz
wire may compensate for the tendency of relatively high-
frequency alternating electrical current (not shown) to con-
centrate near the surface of the conductor 80 rather than as a
uniform current density throughout a cross section of the
conductor 80. The conductor 80 also preferably has relatively
low electrical resistance to minimize resistive heating of the
conductor 80.

The heating system 50 may include the power supply 90 for
providing electrical current 106 (FIG. 19) to the conductor 80.
The electrical current 106 is preferably alternating current to
produce an alternating magnetic field 96 (FIG. 20) for the
sleeve segments 104 causing the sleeve segments 104 to be
inductively heated as described below. The power supply 90
may be connected to the conductor 80 by means of the heating
blanket wiring 56. The electrical current 106 provided by the
power supply 90 is preferably a relatively high frequency
alternating current. For example, the alternating current may
be in the range of from approximately 1000 Hz (i.e., 1 kHz )
to approximately 300,000 Hz (i.e., 300 kHz ). In a preferred
embodiment, the alternating current may have a frequency of
approximately 150 kHz to 250 kHz. The combination of
relatively high frequency (e.g., 300 KHz) and relatively high
amperage (e.g., 10 amps) current may be avoided in certain
applications to prevent unwanted induction heating of struc-
tures formed of electrically conductive material such as
graphite fibers.

Advantageously, a relatively high frequency alternating
current may allow for the use of relatively thin-walled sleeve
segments 104 (FI1G. 19) due to the propensity of the electrical
current 106 (FIG. 19) to concentrate near the surface of the
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sleeve segments 104 as mentioned earlier. For example, alter-
nating current may be provided in any frequency without
limitation such as frequency in the megahertz or gigahertz
range upon attaining approval of the appropriate regulatory
agency (e.g., the Federal Communications Commission). The
use of a relatively high frequency current 106 (FIG. 19) would
allow for a reduced amperage of the current 106 and would
permit the use of relatively thin-walled sleeve segments 104
(FIG. 19). Advantageously, the use of relatively thin-walled
sleeve segments 104 may reduce the overall weight and cost
of the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 19). In an embodiment where
the heating blanket 54 is operated on a 200 kHz alternating
current applied to the conductor 80, the sleeve segments 104
may have a wall thickness of 15-30 mils (i.e., 0.015-0.030
inch) and may be formed of a nickel-iron alloy (e.g., 30%
nickel-70% iron) having a Curie temperature of approxi-
mately 160° F.

The voltage provided by the power supply 90 to the heating
blanket 54 conductor 80 may range from approximately 10
volts to approximately 300 volts. The voltage is preferably
minimized for safety reasons. In an embodiment, the voltage
applied to the conductor 80 is preferably less than 70 volts.
The amperage of the electrical current (not shown) is prefer-
ably between approximately 1 amp and approximately 1000
amps although higher amperages are contemplated. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the amperage of the electrical current
(not shown) is less than approximately 5 amps. The power
supply 90 may be operated in a constant-current configura-
tion wherein the voltage across the conductor 80 may
decrease as the sleeve segments 104 approach the Curie tem-
perature. The voltage across the conductor 80 may also cease
to increase and may be relatively constant upon attainment of
the Curie temperature as described in detail below.

Referring to FIG. 18, shown is an embodiment of the
heating system 50 comprising a plurality of (e.g., four) heat-
ing blankets 54 arranged side-by-side to one another. In the
non-limiting embodiment shown, each one of the heating
blankets 54 includes a dedicated power supply 90. Advanta-
geously, by assembling a plurality of heating blankets 54
arranged in side-by-side relation to one another, the length of
the conductors 80 can be minimized by breaking the conduc-
tor 80 up into a separate conductor 80 for each heating blanket
54. By minimizing the length of each conductor 80, the volt-
age in the conductor 80 may be minimized as compared to a
higher voltage that would be necessary for a single conductor
(not shown) having a combined length of the individual con-
ductors 80 of the four heating blankets 54. In a further
embodiment, the heating system 50 may be formed as a single
large heating blanket (not shown) which may optionally
include a plurality of conductors that may be electrically
connected in parallel to minimize the voltage.

The heating system 50 illustrated in FIG. 18 may include
one or more thermal sensors (not shown) for monitoring the
temperature of the heating blanket 54 or the temperature of
the structure 10 to which the heating blanket 54 may be placed
in contact with. Alternatively, the heating blanket 54 may
include a voltage sensor 94 or other device for sensing the
level of power provided to each blanket assembly 52 for
monitoring the performance of the heating blanket 54. One or
more controllers 92 may be included with the heating system
50 to control the operation of each heating blanket 54. For
example, the controller 92 may regulate the frequency of the
electrical current (not shown) applied to each heating blanket
54 as a means to alter or control the rate of heating of the
sleeve segments 104 and thereby control the rate of heating of
the structure 10 as described below.
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Referring to FIG. 19, shown is a cross section of a portion
of the heating blanket 54 and structure 10. The conductor 80
and sleeve segments 104 may be encapsulated within the
matrix 78. The matrix 78 may maintain the sleeve segments
104 in fixed position relative to the conductor 80. The matrix
78 may also electrically isolate the sleeve segments 104 from
the conductor 80. The heating blanket 54 may be mounted to
the upper surface 16 of the structure 10 which may include a
heat sink 28 associated with a portion of the structure 10. For
the sleeve segments 104 that are below the Curie temperature
of'the sleeve segment 104 material, the electrical current 106
flowing though the conductor 80 produces the magnetic field
96 (FI1G. 20) which generates eddy currents 98 (FIG. 19) in
the sleeve segments 104 causing inductive heating of the
sleeve segments 104.

In this regard, FIG. 19 illustrates a magnetic portion 76 of
the heating blanket 54 wherein the two right-most sleeve
segments 104 may be at a temperature that is lower than the
Curie temperature as a result of the heat sink 28 drawing heat
from the heating blanket 54. As shown in FIG. 20, the mag-
netic field 96 circulates circumferentially around the conduc-
tor 80 and is generated by the electrical current 106 (FIG. 19)
flowing through the conductor 80. FIG. 19 shows the eddy
currents 98 circulating within each sleeve segment 104 and
which result from the magnetic field 96 (FIG. 20). The eddy
currents 98 cause inductive heating of the sleeve segments
104. The sleeve segments 104 may be sized to have a length
L., that results in the eddy currents 98 circulating predomi-
nantly along an axial direction of the sleeve segments 104.
Advantageously, the end-to-end spacing or gap d, ., between
the sleeve segments 104 allows the magnetic field 96 (FIG.
20) generated by the conductor 80 to reach the outer surface
of each sleeve segment 104 resulting in the eddy currents 98
circulating along the directions shown in FIG. 19.

In FIG. 19, in the non-magnetic portion 77 of the heating
blanket 54, the single sleeve segment 104 may have attained
the Curie temperature prior to the two sleeve segments 104 in
the magnetic portion 76 due to lack of a heat sink 28 under the
non-magnetic portion 77 of the heating blanket 54. The
attainment of the Curie temperature in the sleeve segment 104
in the non-magnetic portion 77 results in the sleeve segment
104 losing its magnetic properties. The non-magnetic condi-
tion of the sleeve segment 104 thereby prevents the genera-
tion of eddy currents 98 in the sleeve segment 104 resulting in
a reduction or cessation of the inductive heating of the sleeve
segment 104.

FIG. 20 is a cross section of the heating blanket 54 showing
the orientation of the sleeve segments 104 mounted to the
conductor 80. The magnetic fields 96 are generated circum-
ferentially around each sleeve segment 104 as a result of the
electrical current 106 (FIG. 19) flowing through the conduc-
tor 80. Each one of the sleeve segments 104 may be sur-
rounded by the matrix 78 which electrically isolates the
sleeve segments 104 from the conductor 80. The matrix 78
absorbs heat from the inductively heated sleeve segments 104
and conducts the heat into the skin 12. Although the sleeve
segments 104 are illustrated as being generally coaxially
mounted to the conductor 80, one or more of the sleeve
segments 104 may be non-coaxially mounted to the conduc-
tor 80 such that one side of the sleeve segment 104 may be
closer to the conductor 80 than a diametrically opposite side
of the same sleeve segment 104. Advantageously, the non-
coaxial mounting of one or more of the sleeve segments 104
results in the same net heating of the sleeve segment 104
relative to a coaxially-mounted sleeve segment 104. More
specifically, for a non-coaxially mounted sleeve segment 104,
one side of the sleeve segment 104 may produce a greater
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amount of heat than the diametrically opposite side of the
sleeve segment 104 with the net result of the same heat output
as a coaxially-mounted sleeve segment 104.

FIG. 21 is a cross section of the sleeve segment 104 of FIG.
19 and illustrating the distribution of eddy currents 98
through the sleeve segment 104. F1G. 22 is a legend indicating
total current density 99 corresponding to different locations
through the segment wall thickness t..,, (FIG. 19) of the
sleeve segment 104. A relatively high-frequency alternating
electrical current 106 (FIG. 19) flowing through the conduc-
tor 80 (FIG. 19) causes the concentration of eddy currents 98
near the segment surfaces 104a of the sleeve segment 104
rather than a uniform current density distribution through the
cross section of the sleeve segment 104. During testing of an
embodiment of the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 19), it was deter-
mined that the segment surfaces 104qa of the sleeve segments
104 had a current density of approximately 1.00x107 amps/
meter” (i.e., A/m?). In contrast, the segment interior 1045 of
the sleeve segments 104 had a current density of approxi-
mately 0.26x10” A/m*. Advantageously, because resistance
heating in a conductor is proportional to amperage squared
times electrical resistance, the high concentration of the eddy
currents 98 near the relatively small cross sectional area at the
segment surfaces 104a results in increased heating of the
segment surfaces 104a relative to the case where the eddy
currents 98 are concentrated in the segment interior 1045.
When the Curie point of the sleeve segments 104 is attained,
the electrical currents are more concentrated in the segment
interior 1045 of the sleeve segments 104 such that that eddy
currents 98 on the segment surfaces 1044 interfere with and
diminish the eddy currents (not shown) travelling in the oppo-
site direction (not shown) in the segment interior 1045 result-
ing in reduced heating of the sleeve segments 104.

FIGS. 23-24 are schematic illustrations of a test setup 400
for testing an embodiment of the heating blanket 54. The test
setup 400 included a 0.1 inch thick graphite/epoxy panel 402
having a width of approximately 6 inches and a length of
approximately 18 inches supported at opposing ends 408 by a
metallic heat sink 404 to simulate a large structure (not
shown). In the test setup 400, a center 410 of the graphite/
epoxy panel 402 was supported by a graphite/composite heat
sink 406. A heating system 50 comprised of four side-by-side
heating blankets 54 was mounted over the graphite/epoxy
panel 402. Each heating blanket 54 measured approximately
2 inches in width and 10 inches in length resulting in a
combined width of 8 inches and a length of 10 inches.

The heating blankets 54 under test collectively included
approximately 1600 sleeve segments (not shown) formed of
Alloy 30 (e.g., approximately 30% nickel-70% iron) having a
Curie temperature 430 (FIG. 25) of approximately 160° F.
Each sleeve segment (not shown) had a wall thickness of
approximately 20 mils (i.e., 0.020 inch). The sleeve segments
(not shown) were mounted to the conductors (not shown) of
each one of the heating blankets 54 similar to the embodiment
shown in FIG. 18. In FIGS. 23-24, thermocouples TC101
(reference number 420) and TC105 (reference number 428)
were located under the heating blanket 54 at the ends of the
heating blanket 54 near the metallic heat sinks 404 for moni-
toring the temperature of the heating blankets 54. A thermo-
couple TC3 (reference number 424) was positioned under the
heating blanket 54 over the graphite/composite heat sink 406.
Thermocouple TC102 (reference number 422) was located
between thermocouples TC101 and TC103 (reference num-
bers 420, 424). Thermocouple TC104 (reference number
426) was located between thermocouples TC103 and TC105
(reference numbers 424, 428). Alternating current (not
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shown) was applied to the heating blankets 54 to determine
the temperature control capability of the heating blankets 54.

FIG. 25 illustrates a plot of the temperature-time 416, 418
history of the graphite/epoxy panel 402 (FIGS. 23-24) as
measured by the thermocouples TC101, TC102, TC103,
TC104, and TC105 respectively indicated by reference
numerals 420, 422, 424, 426, and 428 during an approximate
15 minute time period prior to reaching equilibrium at the
Curie temperature 430 at the monitored locations. The plot of
FIG. 25 illustrates that equilibrium temperatures of approxi-
mately 158° F. were reached at the portions of the heating
blanket 54 (FIG. 23-24) near the metallic heat sinks 404
(FIGS. 23-24) as measured by thermocouples TC101 and
TC105 respectively indicated by reference numerals 420,
428. An equilibrium temperature of approximately 158° F.
was also reached at the portion of the heating blanket 54 (FIG.
23-24) near the graphite/composite heat sink 406 (FIGS.
23-24) as measured by thermocouple TC103 indicated by
reference numeral 424. An equilibrium temperature of
approximately 161° F. was reached at the location of thermo-
couples TC102 and TC104 (FIGS. 23-24) respectively indi-
cated by reference numerals 422, 426. In this regard, the plot
illustrates the capability ofthe heating blankets (FIGS. 23-24)
to maintain the temperature of the graphite/epoxy panel 402
(FIGS. 23-24) within approximately 3° F. in the presence of
heat sinks 404, 406 (FIGS. 23-24) at the center 410 and ends
408 (FIGS. 23-24) of the heating blankets 54 (FIGS. 23-24).

Referring to FIG. 26, shown is a block diagram of a heating
system 50 comprising a blanket assembly 52 including one or
more heating blankets 54. The heating system 50 may include
a power supply 90 for powering the heating blanket 54. If
more than one heating blanket 54 is included in the heating
system 50, a power supply 90 may be provided with each
heating blanket 54. The heating system 50 may further
include one or more sensors 94 such as a thermal sensor (not
shown). A controller 92 may also be included for regulating
the operation of each heating blanket 54. Each heating blan-
ket 54 may include a housing 58 for containing a conductor 80
and a plurality of sleeve segments 104 mounted to the con-
ductor 80. The housing 58 may include matrix 78 material for
encapsulating the conductor 80 and sleeve segments 104 and
for conductively transferring thermal energy from the sleeve
segments 104 to a structure (not shown) to which the heating
system 50 may be mounted. An insulation layer 88 compris-
ing a suitable insulation 89 may be included with each heating
blanket 54 to improve the heating efficiency of the heating
blanket 54.

Referring to FIG. 27, shown is a flow diagram illustrating
a methodology 500 of heating a structure 10 (FIG. 15) using
a heating blanket 54 (FIG. 15). The methodology 500 illus-
trated in FIG. 27 may further include any of the above-de-
scribed steps of heating a structure 10 (FIG. 15) for the
heating blanket 54 embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 1-12 and
FIGS. 28-37. In the methodology 500 of FIG. 27, the heating
blanket 54 may include a plurality of sleeve segments 104
(FIG. 15) mounted to a conductor 80 (FIG. 15) housed within
ahousing 58 (F1G. 15). The housing 58 may include a matrix
78 (FIG. 15) for encapsulating the sleeve segments 104 and
the conductor 80.

Step 502 of FIG. 27 may include applying electrical current
106 (FIG. 19) to the conductor 80 (FIG. 19). The electrical
current 106 may be an alternating current. The alternating
current preferably has a relatively high frequency to improve
the heating efficiency of the sleeve segments 104 (FIG. 19) by
concentrating the current density at the surfaces of the sleeve
segments 104. The alternating current may be provided at a
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frequency of between approximately 1 kHz and 300 kHz and,
more preferably, at a frequency of between approximately
150 kHz and 250 kHz.

Step 504 of FIG. 27 may include generating the magnetic
field 96 (FIG. 20) around the sleeve segments 104 (FIG. 20).
The magnetic field 96 may be generated in response to the
application of electrical current 106 (FIG. 19) to the conduc-
tor 80 (FIG. 19).

Step 506 may include generating eddy currents 98 (FIG.
19) around the sleeve segments 104 (FIG. 19) in response to
the magnetic field 96 (FIG. 20). The eddy currents 98 are
generated in sleeve segments 104 that are at a temperature
below the Curie temperature.

Step 508 of FIG. 27 may include circulating the eddy
currents 98 (FIG. 19) through the sleeve segments 104 (FIG.
20). The eddy currents 98 may circulate around the sleeve
segments 104 predominantly along an axial direction of the
sleeve segments 104 as illustrated in FIG. 21. The eddy cur-
rents 98 may be concentrated toward the surfaces of the sleeve
segments 104 due to the application of relatively high fre-
quency alternating electrical current 106 (FIG. 19).

Step 510 of FIG. 27 may include inductively heating the
sleeve segments 104 in response to the eddy currents 98 (FIG.
19) circulating in the sleeve segments 104 (FIG. 20). The
inductive heating of the sleeve segment 104 may result from
resistive losses in the sleeve segments 104. The inductive
heating may be concentrated at the surfaces of the sleeve
segment 104 due to the concentration of current density at the
surfaces.

Step 512 of FIG. 27 may include conductively heating a
structure 10 (FIG. 19) that is in thermal contact with the
heating blanket 54. The structure 10 may be heated by con-
duction of heat from the matrix 78 (FIG. 19) to the lower
surface 18 interfacing with the structure 10. The matrix 78
may be conductively heated due to contact between the
matrix 78 and the sleeve segments 104 (FIG. 20).

Step 514 of FIG. 27 may include reducing the inductive
heating of a portion 77 (FIG. 19) of the sleeve segments 104
(FIG. 20) when such sleeve segments 104 become non-mag-
netic. The sleeve segment 104 may become non-magnetic
upon attaining the Curie temperature of the sleeve segments
104 material. Loss of magnetic properties of the sleeve seg-
ments 104 at the Curie temperature results in a reduction or
cessation in the flow of'eddy currents 98 (FIG. 19) through the
sleeve segments 104.

Step 516 of FIG. 27 may include reducing the conductive
heating of the structure 10 (FIG. 19) in response to reducing
the inductive heating of the sleeve segments 104 (FIG. 20).
The reduction in inductive heating of the sleeve segments 104
which reduces thermal conduction of heat from the matrix 78
(FIG. 19) to the structure 10 at the structure-heating blanket
19, 54 interface. For the sleeve segments 104 that have
attained the Curie temperature, the inductive heating of the
sleeve segments 104 may diminish to a level sufficient to
maintain the temperature of the sleeve segments 104 at the
Curie temperature.

Step 518 of FIG. 27 may include continuing the inductive
heating of the portion 76 of the sleeve segments 104 (F1G. 19)
that are below the Curie temperature. For example, FIG. 19
illustrates two of the sleeve segments 104 that may be at a
temperature that is below the Curie temperature of the sleeve
segment 104 material. Such sleeve segments 104 may con-
tinue to have circulating eddy currents 98 (FIG. 19) causing
associated resistive heating of the sleeve segments 104 until
the sleeve segments 104 attain the Curie temperature.

Referring to FIG. 28, shown is a further embodiment of the
heating blanket 54 having a wire 200 spirally wound around
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the conductor 80 instead of the sleeve segments 104 illus-
trated in the embodiment of FIG. 15. The wire 200 in F1G. 28
may be comprised of magnetic material having a Curie tem-
perature. The wire 200 may be inductively heated to a tem-
perature up to the Curie temperate. The heating blanket 54
may be used for heating a structure 10 (FIG. 31) that may be
in thermal contact with the heating blanket 54. The heating
blanket 54 embodiment illustrated in FIG. 28 may be similar
to the heating blanket embodiment illustrated in FIG. 15 in
that the embodiment in FIG. 28 may include the housing 58
formed of flexible material and containing the thermally con-
ductive matrix 78. The heating blanket 54 may optionally
include an insulation layer 88 disposed on one of opposing
sides of the housing to minimize heat loss and improve the
heating efficiency of the heating blanket 54.

The conductor 80 may extend through the matrix 78 (FIG.
30) in a meandering pattern or in other patterns as described
above. The conductor 80 may be connected to a power supply
90 (FIG. 30) for generating alternating current. The alternat-
ing current may have a frequency of between approximately
1 kHz and 300 kHz and an amperage of between approxi-
mately 1 amp and 1000 amps at a voltage of between approxi-
mately 10 volts and 300 volts although the current may be
provided in frequencies, amperages and voltages outside of
such ranges. In a preferred embodiment, the alternating cur-
rent may have a frequency of between approximately 150
kHz to 250 kHz, an amperage of less than approximately 5
amps, and a voltage of less than approximately 70 volts.

Referring to FIG. 29, the wire 200 may be spirally wound
along the length of the conductor 80 or along any portion
thereof. The spirally wound wire 200 may comprise a succes-
sion of wire wraps 206 along at least a portion of a length of
the conductor 80. The wire 200 may be wound around the
conductor 80 such that adjacent ones of the wraps 206 define
agapd,,,, therebetween of no less than approximately 20
percent of a diameter @,,,,,, of the wire 200. The wire 200 may
be provided in a diameter 526 , ., of between approximately
0.003 and 0.050 inch although the wire 200 may be provided
in diameters @,,,,,, outside of the 0.003 to 0.050 inch range.

The wire 200 is preferably electrically isolated from the
conductor 80 and may also be substantially coaxially
mounted on the conductor 80. However, the wire 200 may be
non-coaxially mounted to the conductor 80. The wire 200
may be maintained in fixed position relative to the conductor
80 due to encasement of the wire 200 within the matrix 78
(FIG. 30) material. The wire 200 may be electrically isolated
from the conductor 80 by the matrix 78 (FIG. 30) which
preferably has a relatively high thermally conductivity and a
relatively low electrical conductivity.

The wire in FIG. 29 may be formed of magnetic material
having a Curie temperature that may be selected to corre-
spond to the desired heating of a structure 10 (FIG. 31) to
which the heating blanket 54 (FIG. 28) may be applied. Non-
limiting examples of magnetic material from which the wire
200 may be formed include nickel, iron cobalt, molybdenum,
chromium and other materials or combinations thereof hav-
ing a Curie temperature that is compatible with the heating
requirements of the structure 10 (FIG. 31) or application to
which the heating blanket 54 (F1G. 28) may be applied. In this
regard, the wire 200 may be formed of any of the magnetic
materials used in any of the embodiments described above or
of any other magnetic materials having the desired Curie
temperature. The wire 200 may be formed as single strand of
wire, as braided wire (not shown), or in any other embodi-
ment that may be spirally wound around the conductor 80.

Referring to FIG. 30, shown is an embodiment of the
heating system 50 comprising a plurality of heating blankets
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54 arranged in side-by-side relation to one another to cover an
area of the structure 10 to be heated. By providing a plurality
of relative small heating blankets 54 each having a separate
conductor 80 instead of a single large heating blanket 54
having a single relatively long conductor 80, the voltage in the
single conductor 80 of each small blanket 54 may be mini-
mized as described above. The conductor 80 for each heating
blanket 54 may receive alternating current 106 (FIG. 31) from
the power supply 90. The application of alternating current
106 to the conductor 80 may generate an alternating magnetic
field 96 (F1G. 32) around the conductor 80. The wire 200 may
be inductively heated in response to the magnetic field 96
generated by the conductor 80.

A single controller 92 may be provided to coordinate the
operation of the side-by-side heating blankets 54 although
each heating blanket 54 may have a dedicated controller 92.
The controller 92 shown in FIG. 30 may be coupled to the
power supply 90 for controlling the operation of each heating
blanket 54. For example, as described above, the controller 92
may be configured to adjust at least one of an amplitude and
a frequency of the alternating current 106 (FIG. 31) to alter a
heating rate of one or more of the heating blankets 54.

Referring to FIG. 31, shown is a cross section of the heating
blanket 54 mounted on a structure 10. The structure 10 has a
heat sink 28 under a portion thereof which may draw a rela-
tively larger amount of heat from the heating blanket 54 that
the remaining portion of the structure 10. The heat sink 28
may comprise a thickened portion of the structure 10 or the
heat sink 28 may comprise a separate component (not shown)
or element (not shown) that may be mounted to the structure
10 or which is in contact with the structure 10 and which may
have a larger thermal mass than a remaining portion of the
structure 10. Electrical current 106 is shown passing through
the conductor 80 in FIG. 31 along the noted direction. The
current 106 may be an alternating current provided by the
power supply (FIG. 30).

FIG. 32 illustrates the orientation of the magnetic field 96
generated as a result of the current 106 (FIG. 31) flowing
through the conductor 80. The magnetic field 96 encircles the
conductor 80 and the wire 200 in a circumferential direction.
More specifically, as shown in FIGS. 31-32, the magnetic
field 96 is oriented perpendicularly to the direction of the
electrical current 106 (FIG. 31) in the conductor 80. Regard-
less of the wire 200 embodiment (single strand, braided, etc.),
the wire 200 is preferably mounted to the conductor 80 such
that each wrap 206 (FIG. 31) of the spirally wound wire 200
is separated by agap d,,,,,, (FIG. 31) of not less than approxi-
mately 20 percent of a diameter @,,,,, (FIG. 31) of the wire
200. However, the wraps 206 (FIG. 31) may be spaced apart
at a gap d,,,,,, of less than 20 percent of the wire diameter
9,.:r0- Advantageously, the gaps d,,,,,,, between the successive
wraps 206 allow the magnetic field 96 to pass between each
pair of wire wraps 206 which promotes the flow of eddy
currents 98 (FIG. 31) within the wire 200.

Referring again to FIG. 31, shown is a magnetic portion 76
and a non-magnetic portion 77 of the heating blanket 54. The
wire wraps 206 in the magnetic portion 76 continue to circu-
late eddy currents 98 in the wire 200. In contrast, the wire
wraps 206 in the non-magnetic portion 77 have reached the
Curie temperature such that the magnetic properties of the
wire 200 disappear and the magnetic fields 96 (FIG. 32) areno
longer concentrated in the wire 200. In the non-magnetic
portion 77, eddy currents 98 have ceased to circulate or are
circulating with reduced magnitude relative to the eddy cur-
rents 98 in the wire wraps 206 within the magnetic portion 76.
The wire wraps 206 in the non-magnetic portion 77 may have
reduced or minimal magnetic properties such that resistive
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heating of the wire 200 may diminish to a level sufficient to
maintain the wire 200 at the Curie temperature. Once the
magnetic portion 76 reaches the Curie temperature, the mag-
netic material ofthe wire 200 may also become non-magnetic
and the resistive heating may be reduced to a sufficiently low
level to maintain the wire 200 at the Curie temperature and
thereby maintain the structure 10 (FIG. 31) at the desired
temperature.

Referring FIGS. 33 and 35, shown are sectional illustra-
tions of the wire 200 and conductor 80 illustrating eddy
currents 98 circulating in the wire 200. FIG. 34 is a legend
illustrating current density levels in the wire 200 (FIG. 33,
35). As was earlier indicated, with the application of rela-
tively high-frequency alternating electrical current 106 (FIG.
31) to the conductor 80, the eddy currents 98 may circulate
predominantly near the wire surface 202 as shown in FIG. 33.
The relatively high concentration of the eddy currents 98 near
the wire surface 202 results in increased heating of the wire
200 due to the relatively small cross sectional area near the
wire surface 202 through which the eddy current 98 flow. In
contrast, FIG. 35 illustrates eddy currents 98 of reduced mag-
nitude circulating in the relatively larger cross-sectional area
of the wire interior 204 as a result of a lower frequency
alternating current applied to the conductor 80. The reduced
eddy currents 98 in FIG. 35 result in reduced heating of the
wire 200.

Referring to FIG. 36, shown is a block diagram of the
heating system 50 for the heating blanket 54 including the
spirally wound wire 200. The heating system 50 may com-
prise a blanket assembly 52 which may be formed of one or
more heating blankets 54. The heating system 50 may include
one or more power supplies 90 for powering one or more
heating blankets 54. One or more sensors 94 may be included
for sensing temperatures of the heating blanket 54 and/or
structure (not shown). The heating system 50 may include one
ormore controllers 92 for regulating operation one or more of
the heating blankets 54. The heating blankets 54 may include
the housing 58 containing the conductor 80 and the wire 200
spirally wound along a length of the conductor 80. The matrix
78 material may encapsulate the conductor 80 and wire 200
and may conduct thermal energy from the wire 200 to a
structure (not shown). An insulation layer 88 may be included
with one or more of the heating blankets 54 to improve
heating efficiency.

Referring to FIG. 37, shown is a methodology 600 for
heating a structure 10 (FIG. 31) using the heating blanket 54
configuration illustrated in FIGS. 28-35. The methodology
600 illustrated in FIG. 37 may further include any of the
above-described steps of heating a structure for any one ofthe
heating blanket 54 embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 1-27.

Step 602 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
applying alternating current 106 (FIG. 31) to the conductor 80
(FIG. 31). The alternating current 106 (FIG. 31) may be
provided with a relatively high frequency to improve the
heating efficiency of the wire 200 (FIG. 29). The alternating
current 106 may be provided at a frequency of between
approximately 1 kHz and 300 kHz and, more preferably, ata
frequency of between approximately 150 kHz and 250 kHz.

Step 604 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
generating a magnetic field 96 (FIG. 32) around the wire 200
(FIG. 29). The amplitude and/or frequency of the alternating
current may be altered to alter the heating rate of the wire in
the same manner as described above for the heating blanket
embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 1-27. The magnetic field 96
may be generated as a result of the application of electrical or
alternating current 106 (FIG. 31) to the conductor 80 (FIG.
31) in a manner as is also described above.
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Step 606 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
circulating the magnetic field 96 (FIG. 32) between adjacent
ones of the wraps 206 (FI1G. 31). As indicated above, the wire
200 (FIG. 31) may be arranged such that adjacent ones of the
wraps 206 are spaced apart from one another at a gap d,,,
(FIG. 31) of no less than approximately 20 percent of the
diameter & ,,, (FIG. 31) of the wire 200. Such a spacing may
allow the magnetic field 96 (FIG. 32) to pass between each
pair of wire wraps 206 to promote the generation of eddy
current 98 (FIG. 31) in the wire 200 (FIG. 31).

Step 608 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
generating eddy currents 98 (FIG. 31) in the spirally wound
wire 200 (FIG. 31). The eddy currents 98 may be generated in
response to the magnetic field 96 (FIG. 32) produced by the
alternating current 106 (F1G. 31) passing through the conduc-
tor 80 (FIG. 31). Advantageously, by passing relatively high-
frequency alternating electrical current 106 through the con-
ductor 80, the eddy currents 98 circulating in the wire 200
may flow predominantly near a wire surface 202 (FIG. 33)
rather than in the wire interior 204 (FIG. 35).

Step 610 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
inductively heating the wire 200 (FIG. 31) in response to the
eddy currents 98 (FIG. 31). The wire 200 may be inductively
heated due to resistive losses in the wire 200. The wire 200
may also be inductively heated due to hysteretic losses in the
wire 200.

Step 612 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
circulating the eddy currents 98 (FIG. 31) predominantly
along the wire surface 202 (FIG. 31) of the wire 200. Advan-
tageously, the high concentration of the eddy currents 98 near
the relatively small cross sectional area at the wire surfaces
202 (FIG. 32) results in increased heating of the wire 200
relative to the case where the eddy currents 98 are concen-
trated in the wire interior 204 (FIG. 35).

Step 614 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
conductively heating a structure 10 (FIG. 31) in thermal con-
tact with the heating blanket 54 (FI1G. 31). As indicated above,
a structure 10 (FIG. 31) may be heated by conduction of heat
from the matrix 78 (FIG. 31) to the lower surface 18 (FIG. 31)
mounted to the structure 10. The matrix 78 may be conduc-
tively heated due to direct contact with the wire 200.

Step 616 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
reducing the inductive heating of at least a portion of the wire
200 (FIG. 31) when the wire 200 becomes non-magnetic. One
or more portions of the wire 200 may become non-magnetic
upon attaining a Curie temperature of the wire 200 material.
Upon attaining the Curie temperature, the wire 200 loses
magnetic properties which may result in a reduction or ces-
sation in the flow of eddy currents 98 (FIG. 31) within the
wire 200.

Step 618 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
reducing the heating of the structure 10 (FIG. 31) in response
to reducing the inductive heating of at least a portion of the
wire 200 (FIG. 31). The reduction in inductive heating of the
wire 200 results in reduced thermal conduction of heat by the
matrix 78 (FIG. 31) to the structure 10 at the structure-heating
blanket 10, 54 interface (FIG. 31). For the wire 200 portions
that have attained the Curie temperature, the inductive heat-
ing of such wire 200 portions may diminish to a level suffi-
cient to maintain the temperature of the wire 200 at the Curie
temperature.

Step 620 of the methodology 600 of FIG. 37 may comprise
continuing the inductive heating of portions of the wire 200
(FIG. 31) that are below the Curie temperature. For example,
FIG. 31 illustrates the eddy current 98 (FIG. 31) circulating in
the portions of the wire 200 located directly above the heat
sink 28 (FIG. 31) of the structure 10 (FIG. 31). The heat sink
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28 may draw more heat from the heating blanket 54 than the
portion of the structure 10 on the left-hand side of the heat
sink 28 in FIG. 31 and therefore the heat sink 28 may require
a longer period of time to reach the Curie temperature.

Additional modifications and improvements of the present
disclosure may be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art.
Thus, the particular combination of parts described and illus-
trated herein is intended to represent only certain embodi-
ments of the present disclosure and is not intended to serve as
limitations of alternative embodiments or devices within the
spirit and scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A heating blanket, comprising:

a conductor for receiving electrical current and generating
a magnetic field in response to the electrical current;

a plurality of sleeve segments being separated from one
another and having a tubular or cylindrical shape and
being mounted on the conductor and arranged in end-
to-end relation to one another and electrically isolated
from one another, at least a portion of the sleeve seg-
ments being spaced apart from one another and defining
gaps therebetween, the magnetic field circling circum-
ferentially around the sleeve segments and passing
through the gaps in a manner such that eddy currents in
each sleeve segment circulate predominantly along an
axial direction of the sleeve segment and are concen-
trated on both the inner and outer segment surfaces ofthe
sleeve segment; and

each one of the sleeve segments being comprised of mag-
netic material having a Curie temperature, the sleeve
segments being inductively heated in response to the
magnetic field and having a reduction in inductive heat
output upon the sleeve segments becoming non-mag-
netic when reaching the Curie temperature while main-
taining electrical current flow through the conductor.

2. The heating blanket of claim 1 further comprising:

a matrix in thermal contact with the sleeve segments; and

the matrix substantially encapsulating the sleeve segments
and conductor.

3. The heating blanket of claim 1 wherein:

the electrical current is an alternating current.

4. The heating blanket of claim 3 wherein:

the alternating current has a frequency of from approxi-
mately 1 kHz to approximately 300 kHz.

5. The heating blanket of claim 4 wherein:

the alternating current has a frequency of approximately
150 kHz to 250 kHz, an amperage of less than approxi-
mately 5 amps, and a voltage of less than approximately
70 volts.

6. The heating blanket of claim 1 wherein the sleeve seg-

ments are comprised of at least one of the following materials:
nickel, iron cobalt, molybdenum, chromium.

7. A heating blanket, comprising:

a conductor for receiving electrical current and generating
amagnetic field in response to the electrical current; and

a wire spirally wound along at least a portion of a length of
the conductor and comprising a succession of wire
wraps defining gaps therebetween such that a circum-
ferential location on each wire wrap is spaced apart from
an adjacent wire wrap at the same circumferential loca-
tion, the magnetic field passing through the gaps
between the wire wraps and thereby promoting the flow
of eddy currents within the wire;

the wire being comprised of magnetic material having a
Curie temperature, the wire being inductively heated in
response to the magnetic field.
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8. The heating blanket of claim 7 wherein:

the wire has a diameter;

the gap between the wire wraps being no less than approxi-
mately 20 percent of the wire diameter.

9. The heating blanket of claim 7 wherein:

the wire has a diameter of between approximately 0.003
and 0.050 inch.

10. The heating blanket of claim 7 wherein:

the wire is comprised of at least one of the following
materials: nickel, iron cobalt, molybdenum, chromium.

11. The heating blanket of claim 7 further comprising:

a matrix in thermal contact with the wire; and

the matrix substantially encapsulating the wire and con-
ductor.

12. The heating blanket of claim 7 wherein:

the electrical current is an alternating current.

13. The heating blanket of claim 12 wherein:

the alternating current has a frequency of from approxi-
mately 1 kHz to approximately 300 kHz.

14. The heating blanket of claim 12 further comprising:

a controller configured to adjust at least one of an ampli-
tude and a frequency of the alternating current to alter a
heating rate of the wire.
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